
Flimzie 
The Newsletter of the Rock River Valley Division  

    Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association  
 

 

Jan 2023       Volume 56, Number 5 
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members. All are welcome. The meets start at 1:00 PM, and the doors open 
at 12:30 PM. 
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Office Vacancies 

 
Division Publicity Chairman. This person would be responsible for 
contacting organizations (newspapers, local ad flyers, TV stations public 
announcements, magazines, etc.)  that would publicize our meets, train 
shows, and other activities. If you are interested in serving in this capacity, 
contact Marty Hendrickx, 815-978-7326, superintendent@rrvd-nmar.org.  
 

Flimzie Deadlines 

 
The Flimzie is published once per month on the first of the month. It will be 
placed on the RRVD website for anyone that wants to read it. 
 
The content for the Flimzie comes from you, our readers. Please submit your 
articles, pictures and editorial comments to the Editor, Ken Peterson, 
poplarken53@gmail.com, no later than 10 days before the 1st of the month, 
i.e., Dec 21, 2022, for a Jan 1st 2023 publication. 
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Message From the Superintendent 

By Marty Hendrickx 
 
Hello all! I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. I 
know a few of you went to visit family and ended up struggling with the 
airline’s meltdown, but hey at least you got to see you family.  Except for the 
Artic Freeze on Christmas the weather has been mild, but I hope that has not 
prevented you from retreating to your modeling space. We have a couple of 
interesting contest themes coming up in February and March and we would 
all like to see what creative models you have come up with. February will be 
a display/diorama using lighting and/or sound and March will action scenes, 
baseball game, fishing, swimming, etc. So, lots of opportunity to be your 
most creative. 
 
In March RRVD will be having its annual Rock River Valley Train Show the 
weekend of 25th & 26th. Table sales are going well but we still have room. If 
you would like to have a table demonstrating your modelling skills building a 
model, RRVD will provide you with one free of charge. If you have something 
to sell the first table is half price for $15 for members with additional tables 
being $30. If you missed the announcement, we are having it at Harlem High 
School which is a wonderful, large facility with lots of free parking. 
We do need all the help the members and other interested individuals can 
provide. We will have yard signs, posters, and brochures available at the 
February and March meet so be sure to pick these up. Even if you can only 
put the yard sign in your front yard, you would be surprised how many folks 
will see. The posters and brochures can be dropped off at your barber shop, 
ask the wife if she can drop some at the beauty shop, pizza parlor local gas 
station, anywhere folks might see them or pick up a brochure.  
The other ask and this is critical, we need your help setting up the tables on 
Friday the 24th in the afternoon and take down on Sunday afternoon the 26th. 
We are fortunate this year as the school will be closed for Spring Break on 
Friday so we will be able to get in early and have everything ready when the 
vendors begin to arrive. Remember the profit RRVD makes off of this show is 
what funds all of our activities during the year. 
 
The other activity we all need to work on is recruiting our fellow model 
railroaders who are not NMRA members to consider joining. We had 
originally scheduled James Knabb for our February meet to talk about this 
subject but because of illness, we have switched around James from then to 
January. James has a number of great ideas for increasing awareness and 
membership in the NMRA. I’m sure a number of you belong to different 
Facebook, Instagram or chat groups so when you are with these groups 
mention the NMRA. RRVD is looking for content for our Facebook page, so if 
you have something to post please pass it on. If you have not friended our 

pages, please do so people in your group will see what we post. Be sure to 
ask the wife, kids and friends to like our page. Pre-Covid we had over 1500 
followers on our page but due to several reasons we lost many of these folks 
and need to grow our followers. Social media is the number one way 
currently to reach out and find new members, so I would ask all of you to do 
your part.  
 
Well, that is all for now, so stay warm and HAPPY MODELING! 

 

Photos from the December 2022 Meet at the Paulson 
Museum in Argyle, IL and the KD Lines Club Layout 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The last running of the Rockford Route At the Dec 2022 Capron, IL Show 
 

 
 
 
 

Those attending the Jan 2023 Meet. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Jan 2023 Contest Winner, Clarence Welte 
 

 

In Remembrance 
 

 
 

It is with a heavy heart that I report the passing of Dick Bird on Friday, 
December 23, 2022. Known as "The Train Guy", Dick was a member of the 
Stateline S Gaugers of Rockford and the Blackhawk Model Railroad Club of 
Oregon, IL as well as a regular vendor at the Rock River Valley Train Show. 
He will be missed. Rest in Peace, Dick. 

 

 
 

The Layout Design Column 
By Ken Peterson 

 
This month I wanted to take some time off describing my home layout design 
and discuss the new portable layout I am going to build for the March 2023 
Rock River Valley Train Show. It will be the last portable layout I build (unless 
I sell one or two of the others). This layout is called the Portage and 
Westfield RR. It is a replacement for the original layout I built 14 years ago. 
It had outlived its usefulness. It was too heavy for me to move by myself and 
required repairs that I just didn’t want to make. I stripped the structures off it. 
A fellow RRVD member wanted the layout and took it off my hands. 
 
The replacement P & W RR was designed with continuous running. UGH! 
Real railroads don’t run in circles so why should model railroads. A few years 
ago, I showed one my work buddies a track plan of my permanent model 
railroad, a pure point-to-point. He looked at for a few moments and said, 
“That can’t be right, it doesn’t go around in a circle.” He grew up only seeing 
Lionel layouts and HO layouts on the ol’ 4 x8 where the locomotive chased 
its caboose around a circle. He never saw a model of a point-to-point (PTP) 
railroad. I think that is the experience of most people that attend our train 
show. People flock to the layouts where the trains are chasing their tails in 
circles. Many have told me (including RRVD members) that I am wasting my 
time building point-to-point and/or industrial switching layouts to bring to the 
train show. People just don’t get them. (The new Rockford Route layout will 
feature a locomotive chasing its caboose around in a circle.) So, to conform 
to what a show layout is “supposed” to look like the new P & W RR will have 
a circle of track allowing the locomotive to chase its caboose around the 
circle. But it will be operated as a PTP. That way I can let a train run around 
in circles for the show goers until I am bored and then operate it as a PTP. I 
can introduce operations to show attendees. Let them see a fun aspect of 
running trains. So many new model railroaders give up on their MR’s 
because they get bored running trains around in circles.  
 
This is how I proceeded with the design of this show layout. I started the 
design process by stating the design criteria in the familiar Givens and 
Druthers format. If you haven’t heard of this approach, John Armstrong 
developed it many years ago while he was a professional layout designer. It 
involves making a list of things that the layout must embrace, the Givens. 
The Druthers are things you wished the layout could include. I started by 
considering space concerns. 
 

Space 
 
For example, some Givens concerning Space: 

• Must fit on top of one or more 30” x 96” show tables. 

• Must fit in a Mini Van to transport to shows. 



• Must rest on show tables, no other support required. 

• Must allow for 360deg walk around viewing. 

For example, some Druthers concerning Space: 

• Long enough run that the locomotive of the train can’t be in one town 
while the caboose is still in the last town. 

• Have enough space to support ten to twenty industrial spots for 
operations. 

Concept 

Some Givens concerning Concept: 

• Location, Central WI. 

• Time period, 1920’s. 

• Two towns, one each side of layout. 

• Include industries to require many types of railcars. 

• Include passenger service. 

• Include an interchange with the MILW at Portage. 

• Include an interchange with the SOO at Stevens Point. 

Some Druthers concerning Concept: 

• Represent the Mennonite community of central WI. 

• Be able to alternate the era to the early 1950’s with a change in 
locomotives and freight cars (diesels, 40’ steel boxcars) 

• Add 1950’s vehicles to reinforce the era change. 

Structural 

Some Givens concerning Structural: 
 

• Use two 12” x 80” hollow core doors (HCD) I already have. 

• Light weight construction. 

• Modules to have levelers to accommodate uneven floors and tables. 

• 1 x 3 frame around the outside to raise the bottom of the HCD’s off 
the table to provide room for wiring. 

• Garage door handles to make carrying them easy. 

• Include a backdrop on each module to allow them to stand on their 
side during transport and moving. 

• Pink foam for scenery base, provide for ditches and rolling hills. 

• PECO Code 55 flex-track and Medium (#6) Unifrog turnouts. 

Some Druthers concerning Structural: 

• Each module light enough can be carried by one person. 

• Braced so each module can be stood on edge in the Mini Van. 

• Self-aligning pins to make track alignment easy at show set up. 

• Wiring such that DC or DCC can power the layout. 

• Wiring to be attached to the underside of the layout. 

• Wago lever connectors for electrical connections.  

Sketching 

Using Sanborn maps as a basis for the track design of Westfield, I was able 
to come up with an accurate sketch of the Westfield track plan. The only 
information I could find on Portage showed only three tracks and the location 
of the depot. The Portage yard was just outside of the city of Portage. The 
MILW had a large facility in the city of Portage. An interchange track ran 
between the two yards. The Portage and Westfield RR ran their 
locomotives to the Milwaukee Road turntable to turn them.  The interchange 
connected to the P & W RR yard at the depot. I represented the interchange 
with a two-track staging yard, one track the passenger train staging, and the 
other the freight train staging. The information I had did not show any 
trackside industries. So here I used modeler’s license. I used small-town 
structures and industries typical of the area and that era. The engine house, 
coaling tower, and ash pit was originally on the north end of the yard, but I 
moved them to the south end. The staging yard also represented the 
interchange with the SOO at Stevens Point.  

 

Operations 

A goal of building this model railroad is to show how to run operations on a 
roundy-round. Most people when they first start out in model railroading build 
a roundy-round on a sheet of plywood. They soon get bored watching a train 
go around in circles and either walk away from model railroading or start to 
look for something more in the hobby. Operations can make running trains 
much more interesting. If the roundy-round layout was built with spurs and 
industries, operations are possible. Operations fulfills the purpose of the 
railroad, to ship and receive goods. 



I created a car card/waybill (CC/WB) system to control the movement of the 
rail cars. A simple timetable was created to control movement of the trains. 
Trains run northbound (NB) Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays, and 
southbound (SB) Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. NB trains originate in 
Portage yard. The morning NB passenger train makes the first run, departing 
the depot moving clockwise around the layout. It can travel around the layout 
several times to create distance between Portage yard and Westfield. After 
several laps it stops in Westfield at the depot. It then moves forward to the 
staging track and remains there until the SB evening run back to Portage 
yard. Before the return run, I must manually reverse the direction of the 
locomotive on the staging track. 

The second train of the day is a NB way freight originating in Portage yard 
and terminating in the Stevens Point staging. The engine backs south from 
the Portage yard to the MILW interchange and picks up any NB cars to be 
taken to the P & W RR. In the Portage yard, the locomotive pulls any NB 
cars from the local industries and the NB cars are made into a train. SB cars 
are pulled and left on the center track for pickup the next day by the SB 
freight. When the NB freight is made up, it departs for Westfield (running laps 
if desired). Once in Westfield, the engineer pulls all cars going NB to Stevens 
Point. SB cars are pulled and left on the center track for pick up the next day 
by the SB freight. With the NB train made up it proceeds to staging (running 
laps if desired). Before the SB return run the next day, I must manually turn 
the locomotive and make up a new train in staging. 

 

There will be enough activity running and switching to keep me busy each 
day of the show. I will take vehicles, locomotives, and freight cars to change 
the operating era for Sunday’s operation. Be sure you come to the show to 
see the layout in operation. 

 

 

Making a Silk Purse – Part 9 

Care and Feeding of Capacitors 

By Ken Mosny 

Now that the locomotive is essentially finished, it is time for some testing.  I 
dialed in the chuff rate close to the driver speed.  It has an annoying dynamo 
sound which, of course, I will have to figure out how to turn off.  Then it was 
off to the main line.   Wow, I was really impressed.  After cleaning the wheels 
with a paper towel wetted with mineral spirits, I think it is the best running 
locomotive on the first test run I have built.  Here are a couple of videos.  It 
started on the first click of my DT-400 throttle with CV02 V Start at 000.  I 
measured that lowest speed at about 1.5 scale miles per hour.  Pulling up the 
ruling 1.75% grade were 8 or 9 randomly selected cars which is my 
maximum train length. 

Testing did reveal some problems.  All my other locomotives have nonsound 
NCE decoders.  The Digitrax SDXH166D is much more sensitive to non-ideal 
track and wheel cleanliness than the NCE decoders.  It does not stall, but 
just occasionally hesitates with the sound dropping out for a fraction of a 
second and then moves on.  The NCE decoders do not do this, so I have 
never had to use the “keep alive” capacitors before.  Space is very tight in 
the tender to add one.  The very low current draw of coreless motors should 
mean that not much of a capacitance is needed.  Careful cleaning of the 
wheels and track solved the dropout problem, but I do not think I am up to 
that level of maintenance. 

I looked at the available keep alives but could not find one that fit very well in 
the slope back tender.  I should mention here that “Keep Alive©” is a 
trademark of Train Control Systems (TCS) for this kind of device, but I will 
use the term here because it is also in general use.  I did consider the TCS 
KA1 Keep Alive©, the smallest available that I could find, but in the end, I 
decided to build my own. 

Keep alives are only possible because of the innovation of super capacitors.  
Ordinary capacitors have values measured in micro (µ) farads (f) which are 
millionths of a farad.  This is because the farad is numerically an extremely 
large electrical unit.  A 1000µf capacitor, a large common size, is 1000 
millionths of a farad or 0.001f.  Most super capacitor values start at one 
farad, and that makes them typically at least 1000 times or more larger of 
electrical capacity than ordinary capacitors.  You would need 250 1000µf 
ordinary capacitors to have the electrical storage capacity of the four super 
capacitors in the tender of my 0-6-0. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nU4smyhcUyACEu83yMiy0SETn3ovkIHO?usp=sharing


The keep alive is connected to the decoder circuit positive and negative 
which are not the red and black wires that go to the rails.  The decoder 
positive is usually the blue wire common to the lights.  The negative will have 
to be found on the circuit board if the manufacturer doesn’t have a wire for it, 
or it may be a solder pad on the board.  There are no general standards for 
these connection points so you will have to research them.  Many new 
decoders have wires, sockets or solder pads noted in the instructions.  For 
the Digitrax SDXH166D sound decoder, the purple wire from the sound plug 
is the decoder positive, and the green wire from the sound plug is the 
decoder negative.  I found that out by sleuthing on the internet and 
confirming with a voltmeter.  Digitrax does not tell you that.  These wires are 
at about constant 13.5-14.0 VDC potential when connected to my HO Zephyr 
command station.  The black sound capacitor on the SDXH166D can be 
removed since it won’t be needed when connecting a keep alive.  See Photo 
1. 

Drawing 2 shows a schematic of the keep alive I designed.  It is a standard 
approach for one as simple as they get.  Most use five or six capacitors for a 
higher voltage rating and some add biasing resistors for added capacitor 
protection, but I determined that 11 volts was good enough for the low 
current coreless motor in this locomotive.  Probing the test circuit with a 
voltmeter convinced me that biasing resistors were not needed to protect the 
capacitors from over voltage. 

The circuit works like this.  I will use the concept of positive current flowing 
from plus to minus.  Working from the positive at the top of the diagram and 
down, the capacitors are charged at power on by current flowing to the diode 
and 100Ω resistor.  Since the diode blocks the flowing current (positive 
current flows through the diode only in the direction of the triangle shaped 
arrow of the symbol), the current is forced to branch through the resistor next 
to it.  Next the current comes to the junction of the Zener diode and the four 
1f capacitors.  Again, the Zener also diode blocks the current and the current 
is forced to branch to the capacitors.  The capacitors take time to charge 
because the 100Ω resistor limits the current.  Mine take 15 seconds or so to 
charge.  As they charge, the voltage at the junction with the Zener diode 
rises.  When it reaches 11 volts, the breakdown voltage, the Zener diode 
begins to conduct current and the voltage remains steady with the capacitors 
now fully charged.  The circuit will remain in this steady state of charge until 
the power is interrupted. 

When the power is interrupted, say by dirty rail or an isolated frog, current 
stored in the capacitors now flows back to the positive decoder wire.  When it 
meets the resistor and diode in parallel, the current prefers to branch through 
the diode in the direction of its arrow symbol because the diode has lower 
resistance than the resistor.  As the current flows back into the positive 
decoder wire, it keeps the motor and sound running until power is restored.  
If the power stays off, eventually the charge in the capacitors will drop too 

much.  If the voltage in the capacitors drops below about 9 volts, the sound 
will shut down and the locomotive will visibly slow down.  Why are there four 
capacitors instead of one?  Super capacitors (supercaps) cannot be charged 
over their rated voltage which for these capacitors is three volts.  The voltage 
ratings of these capacitors is 2.7-3 volts maximum for the case size here.  
Higher voltages may have cases too big to fit.  They also need to have low 
internal resistance on the order of 200-300mΩ.  In order to achieve the 
minimum 11 volts needed, four three-volt capacitors must be stacked in 
series for a combined 12 volts and 0.250f rating. 

 At the bottom of the circuit is a 100 microhenry inductive choke coil.  
This is optional but for the $0.35 is highly recommended.  For size 
considerations, I chose a 275ma rating which is adequate for my motor but 
should be increased to at least 500ma for most HO applications. When 
programming a decoder, the capacitors tend to absorb the programming 
signal pulses and prevent programming.  This choke coil blocks the pulses 
from entering the capacitors.  If you do not add this choke coil, you may have 
to disconnect the keep alive during programming or use a high-power 
programmer.  I have also read that ops mode programming can work without 
a choke coil, but I have not tried it.  A choke coil can also be added to the 
power lead of commercial keep alives if you have programming problems. 

Here is a list of the parts: 

1 1N4001 diode 

4 SCCQ12E105PRB 1f, 3v, 240mΩ capacitors 

1 77F101J-TR-RC 100µh, 275ma choke coil (note low current rating) 

1 1N5241 11v, 500mw zener diode 

1 100Ω ¼w resistor 

  

Photo 3 shows the parts.  I bought five sets of these from Digikey for $46.12, 
less than ten dollars per keep alive.  Most of the cost is for the twenty 
supercaps at $1.50 each plus the shipping, tax, etc.  Unfortunately, you just 
can’t go down to Radio Shack and buy this stuff anymore so it has to be 
ordered.  I first assembled the circuit on a breadboard to test it, photo 4.  
After stress testing several of the components to their limit and clearing the 
smoke from the room, I determined the limits of the design, and I pronounced 
the circuit workable.  Photo 5 shows the final assembly ready to install in the 
tender.  The Capacitors were glued to the sides of the speaker with E-6000.  
The wiring for the components was just point to point.  This is a crude 
method but OK for a one-off assembly.  I will put it in a piece of 5/8” shrink 
wrap tubing around the circuit later. 



The keep alive works quite well.  It takes about 15 seconds to charge, but the 
locomotive will run immediately.  It just may stall until the circuit is charged.  
Run time without track power is a couple of seconds before the speed drops 
enough to be noticed.  I figure if the power cuts out for more than a fraction of 
a second, the track is pretty dirty, and it is time for maintenance.  If you want 
a little more run time, add another 1 farad, 3-volt capacitor and increase the 
Zener voltage to 13.5 volts or so.  If you want it to charge a little faster, use a 
68Ω resistor in place of the 100Ω one.  

Next month I will finish up with the final testing and painting. 

 

Photo 1 



 

Photo 2 

 

Photo 3 

 

Photo 4 

 

Photo 5 

 

 

 



What Are Friends For? Chapter 9 

Gary D. Loiselle 

It has been an interesting facet of this project to reflect on our many model 
railroad friends that have been recognized, and let’s say, “Immortalized”, on 
several model railroads. I can’t imagine any other better way that defines 
‘friend’.  I have also found it most humbling to be included on that list.  I first 
saw the name ‘LOISELLE’ on Marion Brasher’s model railroad that he had in 
the basement of the Valley Roundhouse hobby shop in Spring Valley.  
Loiselle Hardware was probably a franchise offshoot resulting from my part-
time career in the tool department at Sears. (Photo 1) LOL 

This project also given me the opportunity to “operate” on the C&NW Galena 
Div. of the Buzzard Gulch & Western RR, Rick Frese, Supt.  Rick has 
included several Rockford industries that we all can recognize and industries 
that are the namesake of other model railroaders.  I can only imagine the list 
of products that will be shipped from Loiselle Building Supply. (Photo 2) 
Yes, there are some supply-chain issues, but things are improving. 

A friend of my son has also unknowingly contributed to this project.  A 
number of years ago that friend sent my son a photo of a store that he saw in 
Duluth, Minnesota.  As fate would have it, the 2016 SOO Line Historical and 
Technical Society annual convention was held in Duluth.  During an 
afternoon lull, my wife and I went to the front desk and inquired about the 
store.  A gentleman there knew of the store and told me it was just few 
blocks away just up the hill by the hospital.  Road trip.  It probably won’t show 
up on a model railroad anytime soon, but if you are ever in Duluth you may 
want to stop into Loiselle Liquor. (Photo 3,4,5) There is no real connection 
other than the owner said his name is Chris, his sons’ name is Chris and my 
sons’ name is……you guessed it…Chris.   

To be remembered on a friend’s model railroad by way of a shop, a store, or 
even a major industry with your name on it is certainly an honor not to be 
taken lightly.  I have been fortunate, as I have mentioned earlier, to be in that 
category.  I have also, along with my friend Charlie, been thought of with 
rolling stock.  And not just any rolling stock, but a gondola with an open load.  
My first picture is of a gon with the name WICKHORST.  I believe it was 
taken on Larry Whitsel’s layout. (Photo 6)  If Larry decaled the car, I can’t 
say for sure, but the crushed car load has a definite Wickhorst look to it.  The 
LOISELLE gon is one of two with my name on it. (Photo 7) Pictured is car 
numbered #3.  There is an identical car numbered 4. 

The “loads” are definitely a Wickhorst  creation.  I have included a couple of 
overhead photos of the prototype.  You know that track level rail fanning 
doesn’t work well for gon load pictures.  I should add, for those of you that 
have upgraded your rolling stock with metals and put the plastic wheels in 

the scrap box, your basic material is right there.  If you are loading a gon or 
two, painting all those wheels will be a lot easier with a can of spray paint 
such as Rustoleum Rusty Metal Primer and a holding fixture like (Photo 10). 

I have also included a picture that I took of a dumpster at the Amtrak repair 
facility in Indianapolis for those of you that have just a few wheels or have a 
few left over from loading a gon. (Photo 11)  After all, that’s what friends are 
for! 

 

Figure 1 



 

Figure 2 

 

Figure 3 

 

Figure 4 

 

Figure 5 



 

Figure 6 

 

Figure 7 

 

Figure 8 

 

Figure 9 

 



 

Figure 10 

 

Figure 11 

 

 

Building a Turntable Control Panel 

Don Brindle  

I recently purchased a Walthers Cornerstone Turntable and I wanted to build 
a control panel to hold both the turntable controller and switches to control 
power to the stall tracks.   
 

 
 
I built the panel with a 1/4” hardboard face, 16-1/2” x 12” and used 1” x 2” 
pine to frame it and 1” x 4” pine to angle it out from the fascia. 
 
I used the drawing tools in Microsoft Word to create the track drawing on the 
panel.  My printer isn’t able to print a drawing as large as I needed, so I had 
to get innovative.  I opened my first WORD file and set it for 11” x 17” paper 
set for a landscape orientation and created the drawing.  Here’s what it looks 
like: 



 
 
Next, I opened a second WORD file and set it for 8-1/2” x 11” paper set to 
portrait orientation.  I then copied the 11” x 17” drawing onto the 8-1/2” x 11” 
paper, letting the right side of the drawing “hang off” the paper; I saved this 
file as the “left side.”  Here’s what it looks like: 

 
 
Then I opened a third WORD file and again set it for 8-1/2” x 11 paper set to 
portrait orientation.  I then copied the 11” x 17” drawing onto the 8-1/2” x 11” 
paper, this time letting the left side of the drawing “hang off” the paper.  I 
saved this file as the “right side.”  Here’s what it looks like: 
 



 
 
I could now print each half of the drawing, then tape them together and have 
the entire drawing.  Here’s the connected drawings on the panel: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I taped the drawing to the hardboard, and I covered it with plastic that I got 
from a cheap poster frame from Hobby Lobby, cut to size.  (The “1/4” 
hardboard” I used, was also from the poster frame; I think it was more like 
3/16”.)  I find the plastic covering on the poster frames is thinner and thus 
less prone to cracking than the Lexan you can buy at Home Depot.  I cut the 
plastic to size by scribing and snapping, just like scratch building with 
styrene, and then I screwed the hardboard and the plastic cover to the frame 
with 6 x 3/4" Phillip's head screws with finishing washers.  The pushbuttons 
are in 1/2" diameter holes.  The square blue Walthers turntable control board 
had to have a square cutout made.   
 
After some experience using the turntable, I decided to make a copy of the 
operating instructions and insert them under the plastic in the upper left 
corner, so anyone using the turntable can easily read them.  The actual 
instructions were too large to fit the space, so I re-typed them in WORD in a 
smaller font so I could fit them into the blank area at the top left corner of the 
panel.  Then I just printed them, cut around them, and slid them under the 
plastic cover. 
 
The pushbuttons power up each stall track.  Now that I've used it a few 
times, it's kind of a pain to hold the button while trying to use the 
throttle.  Pushbuttons were the usual choice with DC layouts, as you didn't 
want to accidentally leave a stall track powered when you tried to run another 
engine on your layout.  But with DCC, even though other engines on the stall 
tracks may be powered (lights, sound), they shouldn't move unless you've 
selected them with your throttle, so pushbuttons aren't as necessary 
anymore.  Therefore, I replaced the pushbuttons with SPST toggle 
switches.  It’s not the end of the world if I leave one on accidentally. 
 



The drawing that I made can also be used for other control panels you might 
need on your layout.  When my son and I built an N-scale layout on a hollow 
core door (you may have seen it at one of our train shows years ago), I built 
the control panel the same way, using WORD to create the layout drawing. 

 

 

 

For Sale 

 

 Offered is a Lionel catalog number 6-18203 Canadian Pacific SD-40-
2 diesel locomotive with dual motors, Magne-Traction, AC drive, lights, and 
horn.  I believe it was first cataloged in 1989 and appears on the cover of that 
catalog.  It appears to be in as new cosmetic condition, intact with 
instructions and original box.  It has just been serviced with new lubricants 
and look only in test run condition. 

 All proceeds of the sale go to the Rock River Valley Division-NMRA.  
Contact Ken Mosny, uiop999@comcast.net or 815-566-0595 

$175.00 

(offers considered) 
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