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The Rock River Valley Division, RRVD, is a local division of the Midwest 
Region of the National Model Railroad Association, NMRA. The RRVD 
serves NMRA members in areas of Green and Rock Counties of Wisconsin, 
and Boone, Jo Davies, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside, Carol, DeKalb 
and Winnebago counties in Illinois. The RRVD holds monthly meets typically 
the first Sunday afternoon of each month, September through May, in 
Rockford at the at The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 1829 
North Rockton Avenue, Rockford, IL. They consist of various clinics on 
model railroading, model contests, drawings for door prizes for NMRA 
members. All are welcome. The meets start at 1:00 PM, and the doors open 
at 12:30 PM. 
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Office Vacancies 

 
Division Publicity Chairman. This person would be responsible for 
contacting organizations (newspapers, local ad flyers, TV stations public 
announcements, magazines, etc.)  that would publicize our meets, train 
shows, and other activities. If you are interested in serving in this capacity, 
contact Marty Hendrickx, 815-978-7326, superintendent@rrvd-nmar.org.  
 

Flimzie Deadlines 

 
The Flimzie is published once per month on the first of the month. It will be 
placed on the RRVD website for anyone that wants to read it. 
 
The content for the Flimzie comes from you, our readers. Please submit your 
articles, pictures and editorial comments to the Editor, Ken Peterson, 
poplarken53@gmail.com, no later than 10 days before the 1st of the month, 
i.e., Dec 21, 2022, for a Jan 1st publication. 
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Message From the Superintendent 

By Marty Hendrickx 
 
No message this month. 
 

 

 
The Layout Design Column 

By Ken Peterson 
 
This month I will show the village of Westfield. This represents the energy 
center of the Plainfield Lines. There is a United Ethanol Plant and Central 
Gas and Supply Co. There is also a Team Track in Westfield. See the Map 
of Westfield below. 
 

 
Map of Westfield 

The Team Track contains an area for loading Pulpwood, a storage shed for 
holding rigging equipment, and a loading ramp. See Team Track Photo.  
 
Track maintenance materials are stored along the east side of the main line. 
Barrels of spikes and fishplates are typically loaded into trucks and delivered 
to the maintenance site. Rails, poles, and switch parts are lifted onto a MOW 
flats and gons and taken to the maintenance site. See Track Maintenance 
Storage Photo.   
 
See the photo of Westfield Yard Looking North.  Another track in the 
Westfield yard serves Central Gas and Supply. See Photo. Tank cars of 
LPG deliver the high-pressure gas to storage tanks. Small gas cylinders are 
filled with gas and delivered to small customers in the area. Tanker trucks 
are filled here and deliver gas to large permanent tanks at homes and 
businesses. Gasoline and kerosene are also off loaded here. This spur 
receives two different types of tank cars, low pressure for gasoline and 
kerosene, and high pressure for the LPG. New gas cylinders and larger tanks 
are delivered for sale. These come in boxcars. 

 
See the photo of Westfield Yard Looking South. The long track S14 into 
United Ethanol serves three functions. The grain elevator unloads corn to be 
used in the production of ethanol. The blue structure loads DDGS (dried 
distillers’ grains) into covered hoppers. DDGS is used as a protein-rich 
animal food. At the end of this spur (out of view to the right), tank cars of 
gasoline are spotted and unloaded into a storage tank. Gasoline is used as 
denaturant in ethanol to make fuel ethanol undrinkable. Siding S12 is used to 
load ethanol into tank cars. See the Ethanol Loading Photo. Siding S13 is 
used to Off Spot cars for United Ethanol. 
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‘Tis’ The Season 

By Gary Loiselle 

I have had a long-standing enthusiasm for open loads.  There is a ‘plethora’ 
of commercial kits and ready-to-run stuff on the market, but I haven’t won the 
lottery and some of the price tags make me shutter.  And, besides that, I 
really enjoy creating something from little or nothing.  Some of you may refer 
to this as MacGyvering.  It might also fit under the heading of “Imagineering”.   
So, let me ask you… How does the Holiday season have anything to do with 
this? 

My wife was still teaching at an elementary school after I retired.  Before 
everything got locked down for security reasons, I could visit her classroom 
with no problem. The boiler room door wasn’t usually locked because other 
faculty could come and go without walking all the way around the building.  
The boiler (Photo 1) got my attention.  Seemed like a great open load 
subject.   

My scrap box yielded most of the basic materials. (Photo 2) The body of the 
project is simply three tape spools glued end to end. One end is half of a 
wheel and part of the landing gear from a model plane kit. (Photo 3) The 
other end is another wheel half.  The lift rings on this load were purchased 
some time ago (they were a lot cheaper).  I have since done more of this 
type of load using the “ears” from KD #5 coupler boxes for the lift rings. 
(Photo 4) 

I have also experimented with using the plastic price tag attachment from 
some clothing purchase to add some detail. (Photo 5) I can also see some 
potential for the one side of a zip tie too.  One side is smooth, good for 
gluing, and the other side has a nice rib detail. 

I need to mention that my interest in tape rolls does go beyond open loads.  I 
have lived on the west side and northwest side of Rockford for fifty-plus 
years.  I can’t tell you how many times I’ve gone past Dean Dairy, now 
KEMPS, on Kilburn Ave. just south of Auburn St.  There is a storage tank 
there that must be a stack of tape rolls. (Photo 6)  

In conclusion, the Holiday season is here, and for those of you that forego 
the gift cards and still wrap present, save the empty tape rolls.  Do some 
“Imagineering” of your own. Gary 
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Making a Silk Purse – Part 8 

Scratch-Building a Boiler 

By Ken Mosny 

In this installment, we will add the fittings that bring our model to life and add 
realism.  Steam locomotive detailing has improved dramatically on 
commercial models in the past fifteen or twenty years, and the cost of these 
finely detailed models has dropped dramatically.  Adjusted for inflation, a 
diecast and plastic steam locomotive, from say the Bachmann Spectrum 
series, has at least as good as detail as mass marketed brass locomotives of 
the past with far better running qualities at the same or lower cost.  That 
being said, the detail on a locomotive you build can be as elaborate or plain 
as you like.  Scratch built models do not always have a high level of detail.  I 
have built this 0-6-0 for two reasons.  First, the era represented is not readily 
available on the commercial market, and second, I like to build rather than 
buy.  It is more important to me that the detail present is correct and well-
proportioned but not necessarily abundant.  I am to some extent a three-foot 
modeler.  If it looks OK from three feet, it is good enough. 

Drawing 1 shows the reference drawing I started from.  Noted are most of 
the details to be added to the basic boiler finished last month.  Let’s look at 
them one by one and describe them.  Most of these details I 3D printed 
myself, but there are alternate methods. 

The headlamp location on top of the smokebox is typical for around 1900 on 
an extended smokebox locomotive.  Wood burners usually ended the 
smokebox at the cylinder saddle.  As these locomotives were modernized 
late in the nineteenth century and converted to coal, the smokeboxes were 
extended to improve the performance of the draft and provide room for 
devices meant to prevent large cinders from flying out of the stack.  On a 
locomotive which was modified, you may see that the smokebox is made of 
two sheets with a row of rivets just in front of the stack where the extension 
sheet is joined.  Sometimes, the old extended headlamp bracket was 
retained even though the headlamp now is on top of the extended smokebox, 
see Photo 2. This would be on a locomotive originally built in the 1870’s and 
modernized.  I have only seen a few period photos of an oil headlamp 
mounted in front of an extended smokebox, so it was apparently not the 
norm.  On this model, a hole is drilled in the smokebox and a Minitronics bulb 
is glued in.  The headlamp is simply drilled to fit the bulb and set on, see 
Photo 3.  Because it does not fit this method of mounting easily, I did not use 
an LED.  Oil lamps required frequent maintenance, so they were apparently 
just set on a platform for easy removal.  As far as I know, no one makes a 



platform of the style that mounts on top of the smoke box so you will have to 
scratchbuild it.  A common type was a flat board supported by a post in each 
corner.  A simpler credible looking type can be made from some strips of 
styrene, see Photo 4. 

The smokebox front options were discussed in Part 6.  The only observation I 
will make here is that in the nineteenth century, not all smokeboxes had 
clamps to retain the hinged door.  Some just used bolts.  Photo 5 shows a 
prototype without clamps and the one that I 3D printed for this model.  If you 
want to model a front without clamps, you will have to scratchbuild it or use 
the Precision Scale 31433 clampless smokebox front which is curious for the 
fairly modern locomotive it represents.  Precision Scale also has number 
plates. 

The valve gear is lacking on the MDC 0-6-0 (for that matter, most mass-
produced vintage HO Stevenson valve gear models).  Just adding a 0.020” 
diameter wire rod to represent the actuator helps, see Photo 6, but you will 
have to scratchbuild the rest or use the Precision Scale 31534 or 31535.  I 
decided to 3D print the valve gear with the guide hanger in one piece.  If you 
use the MDC guide hanger, which is a bit heavy in appearance, you will have 
to file clearance in it for the lowered boiler which can make it very fragile. 

The boiler feed pipe and check valve are scratch built from 0.022” diameter 
brass wire and a brass turning which is cross drilled for a mounting pin, see 
Photo 7.  In the nineteenth century, the check valve was customarily 
mounted with the feed pipe vertical, and, for some reason, the Wisconsin 
Central seemed to like the pipe connection up rather than the usual down, 
see Photo 5.  The usual position is just behind the smokebox at the height of 
the boiler centerline.  A Precision Scale 31585 would look appropriate if you 
don’t make your own check valve.  Getting water to the boiler is so important 
that there were always feed pipes on both sides of the boiler as a 
redundancy.  I have even seen a photo of an old locomotive that retained the 
crosshead pumps after it was modernized with injectors giving the locomotive 
four independent feedwater systems.  Many locomotives did not have pipe 
supports so I left them off.  Photo 8 shows a piping diagram from the Model 
Railroader Steam Locomotive Encyclopedia Volume I.  The lifting injector can 
be either inside or outside the cab. 

One of the details I have not seen modeled are manual sander actuator rods.  
Again, we are used to seeing twentieth century locomotives which are 
equipped with air sander valves, so these rods are not present.  These rods 
went from the cab to levers protruding from the sand domes and were pulled 
to release sand.  They are easy to represent by drilling a hole in the side of 
the dome and inserting a flattened 0.020” diameter wire for the lever, see 
Photo 9.  Solder a 0.015” diameter music wire to the lever extending to a 
hole drilled in the cab.  For long, straight wires I like to use music wire 
because it does not get bent when handled.  The sand pipes are 0.022” 

diameter brass wire from a hole in the dome to a hole drilled in the running 
board.  I usually only extend the sand pipes no further than the driver axle 
height because they interfere too much when removing the boiler and are 
easily bent. 

The 3D printed cab roof vent can also be just squares of styrene with the 
lower one sanded to fit the roof curvature. 

This steam locomotive has two sets of air tanks, one for the locomotive 
brakes and another for the train brakes.  The smaller tank serviced the 
tender and locomotive and was usually under the engineer’s side of the cab.  
The larger tank or tanks, this switcher has two, can be anywhere, usually 
under the running boards or in the case of many a 4-4-0, nestled between 
the frame rails behind the steam chest.  Here, there is one under each side 
of the cab, see Photo 10.  This tank piping is barely visible, so I did not add 
all of it.  In this period, tanks were riveted so the ends, at least one, anyway, 
were concave.  They can be made of styrene rod with the ends drilled 
concave, rivet decals and straps or 3d printed as these large ones were.  The 
small one is from a Cal Scale 190-300 air brake set.  Precision Scale also 
has castings.  Photo 11 shows the model of the compressor and a piping 
diagram from the Model Railroader Steam Locomotive Cyclopedia Volume I.  
Only three of the pipes are externally visible as noted on the diagram. 

I decided to 3D print brake shoes rather than buy them from Cal Scale or 
Precision Scale, see Photo 12.  Print resin is rather fragile for these delicate 
shoes, and I have broken at least six in handling the model during the 
assembly process so they should be the last parts you add.  The Delrin ones 
from Precision Scale are much stronger.  To drill the shoe mounting hole 
consistently in the correct location, I made a simple fixture from brass, see 
Photo 13.  The 0.125” brass tube is soldered into a brass plate.  The screw 
and nut clamp the fixture to the frame with the tube piloted in the frame axle 
slot.  The hole locates the drill.  The are several holes because I have used it 
for other driver sizes. 

The pop valves and whistle are from the Cary 13-164 small locomotive 
detailing set.  The whistle had an upward pointing lever which I cut off, drilled 
a 0.020” hole and glued in a 19th century style downward curved lever, see 
Photo 14.  The new lever was fabricated by soldering a 0.015” curved wire to 
a 0.010 straight wire. 

Now come the tender water pipes and locomotive brake cylinders and cab 
steps. See Photo 15.  I 3d printed the pipes and cylinders. I admit they are 
fragile and push the limits of small size for my DLP printer.  Cast brass 
cylinders are available and the pipes could be fabricated from wire.  Cab 
steps were bent and filed from punched discs of brass, drilled, and soldered 
to music wire. I decided not to use them. 



I described narrow fireboxes and an alternative to 3D printing it in Part 6 and 
elsewhere.  Photo 16 shows the one I 3D printed mounted under the motor.  
I decided to do this rather than making the firebox integral to the boiler.  This 
allowed me to make it scale width. 

This project is approaching the finish line.  In the next installment, a test run 
video will be conducted and then the tender detailing.  Final painting will also 
be completed. 
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What Are Friends For? Chapter 8 

Gary D. Loiselle 

“Model Railroading is Fun” is a theme that most of us are very familiar with.  
I’m sure each of us can relate and have our own definition of “fun”.  It is no 
secret that my friend Charlie and I never found an open load that we didn’t 
like.  Or, try to duplicate in HO scale.  The model contest for the RRVD 
October meet was “Extended Service Equipment” which is another of my 
favorites, and the subject of several NMRA National Convention clinics I 
have had the privilege to prepare and present.  MMM . . . This could be the 
subject of a future chapter. (Go figure) 

In my last chapter, I tried to focus on how I have included my wife and 
children into my model railroad.  The “fun” doesn’t stop there.  To explain, my 
layout is loosely based in Wisconsin.  I have the towns of Portage 
(Milwaukee Rd.), Ladysmith (Soo Line), and Wisconsin Rapids (Green Bay 
and Western).   

WARNING . . . for those of you that are not Packer Fans . . . skip this part . . .  

In the town of Ladysmith, I have a hotel named the STARR HOTEL.  See 
Photo 1. Yes, the name is spelled the same as GB quarterback Bart Starr. It 
is no fluke that the trim on the building is green and yellow.  It is only a 
coincidence that the taxi out front is also green and yellow.  Catching the 
Packer fan-trip railcar was a matter being at the right place at the right time. 

I could say that the colors of Harriet’s Hilltop Diner are in line with the same 
paint scheme. See Photo 2.  Also of note, on the road that motorists take on 
their way up the hill to the “diner” they go pass the sign in Photo 3.  I will 
assume the driver of the truck in Photo 4 stopped at the diner and is back on 
his way to Green Bay. 

At the “town” of Wisconsin Rapids there is a non-rail served scratch built little 
shop named Gary’s Custom Woodworking.  The “G” on the front door is 
obviously for GARY.  It just by chance matches the G on the hat that I wear. 
Photo 5. The “fun” part of this project was the interior detail. See Photo 6. 
The machines are HO scale cast metal.  The safety stripes on the floor are 
decals. (We obviously need to protect our workers).  The yellow triangles on 
the workbench could be “cheese-heads” bound for the next game at 
Lambeau. 

For the non-Packer fan . . . . . 

A lot of what we see on a model railroad is on the roof.  There is activity on 
the roof of Abbyland Sausage worth noting. See Photo 7.  There is a roofing 
crew up there (Woodland Scenics) making some necessary repairs.  A closer 

look, there are also several uniformed officers watching them.  Kinda reminds 
you of the movie Shawshank Redemption. 

On a final note, in trying to include something for everyone, Photo 8 has a 
combination of details of a low-budget quality. The two fin-types on the upper 
roof are actually the caps from my grandson’s squeeze-bag type baby food. 
(He’s nine now). The curved pipe is a sprue from some model kit and the 
vents on the lower roof are rivets.  (If you’re a counter…there’s five). 

LOL- something for everyone….What are friends for!  GDL 
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Contest Models From the Last Meet 

Last month’s modelling contest subject was Tank Cars. The winner was 
Marty Hendrickx entry #4. Second (tie) Gary Loiselle entry #3 with Ken 
Mosny entry # 5. Congratulations to all for their fine work. 
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Backdrop Diorama Collage At The Argyle Club  

by Tom Maladecki 

RRVD will have its December meeting at the Paulson Agricultural Museum in 
Argyle, IL. Afterward, you will have a chance to visit the Northern Illinois 
Historic Railway Association, Inc. (Argyle club) HO scale layout at the 
museum. In case you don’t know, the Argyle club’s layout depicts the 
Harvard to Rockford portion of the Kenosha Division of the Chicago 
Northwestern, or "K-D Line", in about the 1920s. The K-D Line began in 1861 
as the Kenosha Rockford & Rock Island Railroad but was merged early-on 
into the CNW. It was essentially abandoned by 1939. Today the Union 
Pacific tracks that run along the east side of the Rock River from Rockford’s 
downtown to Windsor Road is all that remains of the K-D Line. Before I left 
for Florida, I was working on a diorama collage at the Argyle club. It is a 
backdrop that represents Rockford in approximately the 1920s. See the 
following photos.  Actually, it is the west side of the Rock River north and 
south of State Street. The club members have been working hard at 
rebuilding their version of the east side of Rockford, intending to represent 
several area landmarks and businesses, as well as the rails that served 
them. Therefore, I knew this backdrop also had to have recognizable 
Rockford sites. This backdrop is on a wall that is three or more feet from the 
edge of the layout. It represents the west side of the Rock River. The river is 
also painted on that wall. Perspective is a prime consideration. I want the 
viewer in the aisle to feel that the scene goes on for miles. The structures 
had to be N-scale size or smaller at the edge of the river, and then 
progressively smaller and smaller. All that while only six inches from the 
nearest actual track. I will not be at the December meeting, so I’ll briefly 
describe how I did the collage, as well as include some photos. Beforehand, I 
want you to know that this diorama is not finished. It is a work in process. I 
am painfully aware of many things that need to be touched-up or redone. But 
it already does the job that it was intended to do. The backdrop has images 
of recognizable Rockford buildings and items of the period, combined with 
images of generic buildings and items. Everything was blended together with 
acrylic paints. Thus, a collage. I used copies of Rockford photos, both color 
and black and white, from various sources. I also used copies of Rockford 
postcards that I found on the internet. I cut up the copies and glued them to 
the wall with clear acrylic caulk. Some copy-and-paste areas are four layers 
thick because I could not get the effect needed on the first try. Some are up 
to three inches square; others, just bits and pieces. If Clarence Welte is at 
the Meet you can ask him about the Rockford buildings that are on the 
backdrop. He’ll probably tell you about going to the donut shop with his 
brother. I’ll briefly describe my copying technique: [1] I choose an image that 
I want to reproduce, be it an actual photo stored in my computer or an 
internet picture. [2] If I want to do the whole picture I “copy image” it; but, if I 
want only a portion of it, I take a “screenshot” of that section of the image. 



The most obvious reason for a screenshot is that if all you want to print is a 
building, cut out the sky. Same thing for foreground and sides. There is no 
reason to waste ink. [3] In my word processor I “paste” the image and adjust 
it to the appropriate size. I make a slightly smaller version, than another 
smaller version. I’ve done up to five sizes on a sheet of paper. This is 
because when I am at the diorama site I cannot go back to the computer and 
printer that is miles away to shrink or enlarge the image size to that which I 
need. And remember that you can make horizontal copies. Yes, there are 
wasted copies, but I save them for future projects. I think the reflections in 
the river “water” are very successful, making it look like it really is the Rock 
River. Reflections are tricky, remember that they are mirror images so 
everything needs to be reversed. Fortunately, the reflection of the Rockford 
Register-Gazette building is an actual reflection borrowed from a postcard, 
so the lettering is reversed. The very impressive domed library building was 
mostly symmetrical so a second copy could be used as a likeness in the 
river. The reflection of the paddle wheeler “Illinois” is a pair of reflection 
images of a similar, shorter paddle wheeler from a postcard, retouched with 
acrylics. Others are bits and pieces of copies. The remainder is freelanced 
with acrylic paints. And everything was blended into a flowing river with 
various blue paints. Scott Larson asked me what color the Rock River is, 
probably because I kept it a dark blue color like Dave Conrad’s daughter had 
originally painted it. Generally, we think of water as clear, like bottled water. 
But the color of water varies with the ambient conditions in which it is 
present. It displays the color of it’s banks and channel. It is tinted by the 
sediment that is in it. In extreme, muddy. It reflects the sky’s colors. And 
there is a whole technical thing about selective absorption and scattering of 
white light. However, plain, and simple, our eyes have been trained to accept 
the color of water as blue, from the turquoise of shallows toward indigo as it 
becomes deeper. The State Street bridge was a challenge. State Street does 
not go straight across the river, it’s at different angles on the east side and 
the west side. The photo that I used was correct for the west side, so it had 
to be placed correctly on the wall. I extended lines from the extreme edges of 
the existing sidewalks on the east side to the photo’s sidewalks and then I 
painted the basic bridge deck over the river. Plate girders supported the 
roadway, but the sidewalks were cantilevered out on the outside of the 
girders (that’ll keep pedestrians from being run over). I wasn’t happy with my 
attempts at painting those girders, so I found internet photos, three pages of 
them, to get the correct sizes and angles. The roadway is from photos of 
brick roads; again, three pages. I have not done the handrails yet, or the 
trolley tracks. I want to practice first to get them correct. I intend to put a clinic 
together so that I can more fully share my diorama collage technique with 
you. But you now know the very basics of what I do. Give it a try for the 
backdrop for your railroad. 

 

Photo 1 Rockford Water District 

 

Photo 2 Looking South from the Library to State Street 



 

Photo 3 Rockford Library 

 

Photo 4 Paddle Wheeler Illinois 

 

Photo 5 Preliminary State Street View 

 

Photo 6 Finished State Street View 



 

Photo 7 View South of State Street 

 

Photo 8 Clarence Welte's model of W. F. & John Barnes 

 

 

Photo 9 View of the Hotel Nelson Area 

 

Repeating Calendar – Years Equal To 2023 

by Tom Maladecki 

It is time to get those railroad calendars for the year 2023. And, it’s time for 
my periodic article on recycling old calendars, using vintage railroad 
calendars for the coming year. You get to see great old photos as well as 
save $12.99 to $24.95 per calendar. All that you have to do is find calendar 
years with the same starting weekday and equal number of days to 2023 (or 
for any other year you‘re interested in). The year 2023 has 365 days and 
starts on a Sunday. Recent prior years with the 
same starting weekday (Sunday) and an equal number of days to 2023 (365) 
are as follows: 
 

1978 
1989 
1995 
2006 
2017 



For modelers who might want to commemorate the year their railroad came 
into existence, or lament the year it went out of existence, here are earlier 
years that are the same as 2023: 
 

1933 
1939 
1950 
1961 
1967 

 
Did you realize that the calendar year periodically repeats in the exact same 
pattern of days and months? I thought it interesting that these repetitions 
follow a 6 year then 11 year cycle. Planning for the future? Save those 2023 
calendars for upcoming recurrences in 2034 and 2045. And, of course, 6 
years after that, then 11 years after that. Have fun recycling those vintage 
calendars. Ω 

 

 

 

The following photos were taken by Tom Maladecki at the October Meet. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



For Sale 

 

 Offered is a Lionel catalog number 6-18203 Canadian Pacific SD-40-
2 diesel locomotive with dual motors, Magne-Traction, AC drive, lights, and 
horn.  I believe it was first cataloged in 1989 and appears on the cover of that 
catalog.  It appears to be in as new cosmetic condition, intact with 
instructions and original box.  It has just been serviced with new lubricants 
and look only in test run condition. 

 All proceeds of the sale go to the Rock River Valley Division-NMRA.  
Contact Ken Mosny, uiop999@comcast.net or 815-566-0595 

$175.00 

(offers considered) 
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