Flimzie

Mark your Calendar

The Newsletter of the Rock River Valley Division

2022 MadCity Model Railroad Show and Sale

Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association

The MadCity Model Railroad Show and Sale will take place
Saturday February 19 – 20, 2022. It will be held at the Alliant
Energy Center, Exhibition Hall, Madison, WI. You can receive
updated show information on the website, https://www.nmrascwd.org/events.html

Rock River Valley Train Show
The RRVD will hold the Rock River Valley Train Show March 26 &
27, 2022. The show will be held at Harlem High School, 9229 N
Alpine Rd, Machesney Park, IL. The times are 10:am-5pm on the
Saturday the 26th and 10:00am-3:00pm Sunday the 27th. For more
detailed information see our website, https://www.rrvd-nmra.com.
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The Rock River Valley Division, RRVD, is a local division of the
Midwest Region of the National Model Railroad Association, NMRA.
The RRVD serves NMRA members in areas of Green and Rock
Counties of Wisconsin, and Boone, Jo Davies, Lee, Ogle,
Stephenson, Whiteside, Carol, DeKalb and Winnebago counties in
Illinois. The RRVD holds monthly meets typically the first Sunday
afternoon of each month, September through May, in Rockford at the
at The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 1829 North
Rockton Avenue, Rockford, IL. They consist of various clinics on
model railroading, model contests, drawings for door prizes for
NMRA members. The meets start at 1:00 PM, and the doors open at
12:30 PM.

Indy Junction 2022
Three Regions Convention
The Three Regions Convention INDY JUNCTION 2022 will take
place May 18-22, 2022. The show will be held at the Marriott East
hotel complex in Indianapolis, Indiana. You can receive updated
convention information on the webpage
https://www.indyjunction2022.org/ or the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/indyjunction2022

Gateway 2022
NMRA National Convention and National Show
The Gateway 2022 MNRA National Convention and National Show
will take place Sunday, August 7, 2022 thru Saturday, August 13,
2022. The Convention will be held at Marriott Grand, St Louis 800
Washington Ave, St Louis, MO Saint Louis, MO. The train show will
be at the Collinsville, IL Gateway Convention Center. The website is
https://www.eventsquid.com/event.cfm?preview&event_id=13724
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Office Vacancies
Tom Maladecki has resigned from the position of Director of the
RRVD. Ken Peterson has been appointed to fill his position until the
RRVD April elections. At that time a permanent Director will be
elected. Contact Gary Loiselle, hofreight@gmail.com, to let him know
you would like to run for that position. We need someone to take
over the Company Store and the Social Media positions. Also, a new
position, Technology/Outreach Chairman is needed. See Message
from the Superintendent. Contact Marty Hendrickx, RRVD
Superintendent to offer your time and service for these positions.

Flimzie Deadlines
The Flimzie will now be published once per month on the first of the
month. It will be placed on the RRVD website for anyone that wants
to read it.
The content for the Flimzie comes from you, our readers. Please
submit your articles, pictures and editorial comments to the Editor,
Ken Peterson, poplarken53@gmail.com, no later than 10 days
before the 1st of the month, i.e., Dec 21, 2021, for a January 2nd
publication.

Message From the Superintendent
By Marty Hendrickx
Hello to all! Hoping everyone had a Merry Christmas and is looking
forward to a Happy and Prosperous New Year. The Rock River

Valley Division has a full schedule of meets planned for the New
Year with clinics and layout tours through April of this year. We will
not have a local meet in May as we will be having our joint meet with
our fellow modelers from South Central Wisconsin Division in
Madison.
Ken Mosny, Ken Peterson and I did a small train show at the Capron
Lions’ Club a few weeks back where we set up the Rockford route.
Ken Mosny did a lot of work to get it running in great shape and
converted it from DC operation to DCC. The show was not as well
attended as it has been in the past but those that showed up were
very enthusiastic. One of the things we wanted to test was how well
received the Rockford Route would be using DCC operation. Ken
had a Digitrax Zephyr unit with LNWI WIFI interface, and we used
the Engine Driver AP with an Android phone. This set up worked
very well and we were able to operate two locomotives at one time.
We had two young boys who were at the show, and they absolutely
had a great time operating the trains. It was a good test of how if we
show how technology is used in our hobby; we can attract younger
people to become involved with model railroading.
With that thought in mind, what has become very obvious in the last
several months is the need for a Technology/Outreach Chairman. In
the past James Devoe maintained our Facebook and Twitter pages
but with James’ passing no one has maintained it. Unfortunately, we
all took James’ efforts for granted and with his passing we not only
do not have anyone managing these communication links, but we
have lost all control of them and are no longer able to use these
valuable tools. RRVD is in great need for someone to step up and
take over these tasks along with all the other electronic means of
promoting the RRVD and model railroading in our division. There is a
need to develop email and Facebook data base so we can promote
our various activities: i.e. meets, train shows and other promotional
activities. Our upcoming Rock River Valley Train Show is another
example of the need for this person. In the past, brochures and lawn
signs were enough to get the message out, but now we need to use
all of the digital and print means along with our more traditional
means of promoting the show. I am asking anyone who has an
interest in doing this to contact me so we can get started on this

important work to get our message out and to try and recruit new
members for our division.
Did I mention our upcoming train show at Harlem High School? It is
scheduled for March 26th and 27th and we will be asking everyone in
the division to lend a hand. We will need all the help we can muster
on Friday the 25th to set up the show and Sunday afternoon the 27th
to dismantle it. There is also a need for volunteers to man the door
and the RRVD booth at the show Saturday and Sunday. This should
be a great show as the Harlem HS is a great venue. It is over
40,000 square feet with lots of parking. With Trainfest and Lena
being cancelled this year we are anticipating a large turnout as there
is a real hunger for everyone to attend a train show.
The last item I would like to discuss is the upcoming regional
convention, Indy Junction which will be held in Indianapolis from May
18th through the 22nd. This will be a mini national convention as it will
have many of the same hallmarks you would see at a national
convention. This was originally scheduled to be the convention for
the three Midwest regions, Midwest Division, Mid-Central Division
and the North Central Division, because the national convention was
to be held in Birmingham, England. That convention was cancelled
but the work for the three-region convention had already begun. The
fare for this convention is $95 after January 1 and includes the
following.
•
•
•
•
•

The Layout Design Column
By Ken Peterson
In the December Flimzie, I described simple design concepts that
can be used to reduce layout design mistakes and make the design
process fun. I described how I applied those concepts in designing
and building a portable layout I plant to take to the Rock River
Valley Train Show. That layout featured a large, single industry, a
paper mill. I used an Internet map application, pictures from the
Internet, and historical documents for information to create the
design.
This month I want to tackle a new layout design concept. The single
town layout (STL). This concept has been used by several prominent
model railroaders. James Six is one of those modelers. If you like to
see outstanding modeling and photography, Google him.
The STL design involves selecting a single town to model in detail
and operate it as the prototype. This includes a single double ended
staging yard or two separate staging yards attached to each end of
the town. To describe how to do this, let’s get started with the
standard design phases.

1. CONCEPTUAL PHASE
Four contest categories, models, dioramas, phots and Arts
& Crafts
Four days of clinics
Operating sessions
RPM clinics
Train Show with multiple manufacturers and vendors

This should be a great event and I would encourage everyone to
consider attending this convention.
Well, that is all for now. I look forward to seeing as a many of you in
the future as possible at our monthly meets and the upcoming Train
Show.

The first step in the layout design process is always conceptual. This
involves developing the theme, or the look, feel, experience, or the
real story you want tell with your model railroad (MR).
I began with the most important aspect of this design phase,
RESEARCH, RESEARCH, RESEARCH. Again, going back to my
childhood trips to Northern Wisconsin, we drove through many small
towns (this was when US 51 was a two-lane highway through
Wisconsin). I saw everything trains along the way. I observed
structures/industries in towns that lined up in an unusual way. In my
mind they marked where a railroad used to be. When I was sixteen
my mother lent me the family car to drive to Madison, WI to visit the
State Historical Society. I spent a whole Saturday researching until I

found that a railroad did pass through the towns where I saw the
“ghost” railroad. It was the Wisconsin Central. In this area, it was
knick-named the Portage Line, P-Line for short, because it ran north
from Portage through Plainfield, through Plover and to Sevens Point.
This stretch of the railroad was abandoned in 1945. The Wisconsin
Central built it in 1875. In 1906 the Soo Line leased the Wisconsin
Central. The Soo Line purchased the Wisconsin Central in 1961. The
Soo Line kept the WC locomotives and rolling stock separate. The
locomotives carried the Soo Line number and herald, with the WC
locomotive number in small text below it.
There were many small towns along this 71-mile route that could be
modeled. I researched three towns, Plainfield, Hancock, and
Westfield. Additional research involved finding a 1927 Sanborn map
of each town. A few years ago, my wife and I drove the “ghost” route
from Portage to Stevens Point. We stopped in each town so I could
take pictures of the buildings shown on the 1927 Sanborn maps that
were still standing along the old right of way. I visited a local
historical society in Westfield. The sold a CD of historical pictures of
structures and trains. They also sold three books written by a
reporter that worked for the Marquette County Tribune. Each book
contained excerpts from a weekly column she wrote on the history of
the people of Marquette County. It is fascinating to read how the
railroad impacted the individual lives of settlers in the late 1800’s and
early 1900’s.
A trip to the Soo Line Historical and Technical Society was vary
productive. They had detailed information about the R.O.W., railroad
structures, locomotives and rolling stock. They even had costs of the
structures. For example, it cost $612 for a men’s and women’s
standard outhouse built at each depot.
I have chased down every book I could find on the history of the
Wisconsin Central, and specifically the P-Line. Having all this
information, I chose to base this design on Plainfield, WI.
The theme of this railroad is a rural farming community. Farmers
bring commodities into town to sell to merchants and owners of the
warehouses along the railroad spurs. The town industries are a
stockyard, five potato warehouses, Standard Oil, Plainfield Pickling

Station, T.H. Cochrane Flour and Seed Co., and R.C. Scobie
Lumber Co. Several of the structures from the 1927 Sanborn map
are still standing: the A. M. Penney potato warehouse, Penney &
Washburn potato warehouse, the Standard Oil depot, and the
Cochrane Flour and Seed Co. The products shipped by rail
consisted of primarily potatoes and pickle cucumbers. Wisconsin
was the largest producer of potatoes in the world in the late
1800’s/early 1900’s. It was the second largest producer of
cucumbers for pickling in the country. During the harvest season, the
WC had to run many extra trains to meet the shipping requirements
for these products. Regular trains brought the empties to the potato
warehouses and the extras hauled out the potatoes. The fall of 1927
will be the period modeled.
Locomotives used on the P-Line in this era consisted of 4-4-0
Americans, 4-6-0 Ten Wheelers, and 2-8-0 Consolidations.
2. STRUCTURAL PHASE
The layout design will be in N-scale. It is based on a 12 ft x 16 ft
room. The layout will be a large oval around the room. Plainfield is
located on a large plain where the elevation doesn’t vary much more
than 12 feet for many miles. I plan on using two 15” x 80” hollow core
doors end to end for the town along one 16 ft wall. The opposite side
of the room will use two 12” x 80” HCD’s for a double ended staging
yard to represent Portage to the south and Stevens Point to the
north. The doors will be designed to be hung on shelf brackets. The
doors will be covered with 1” pink foam. The backdrop will be
Masonite. LED tube lighting will be mounted on a shelf run above the
layout. A fascia will be hung to hide the lighting.
At my age and flexibility, no duck-unders are allowed. I will have to
build a hinged drop section to enter the layout. The 10 ft wide central
area is big enough for a work bench and a computer desk. Shelves
under the layout will be used for storage. Black landscape cloth will
be hung to cover the stored stuff. Since there will be only one train
running at a time, the layout will be DC controlled. The track will be
Peco code 55 with #6 Unifrog turnouts. The roadbed will be rubber
impregnated cork.

3. SKETCHING
4. FINAL DRAWING PHASE
I started the sketching phase with studying the aerial pictures from
Google Maps and the Plainfield, WI Sanborn map. This gave me a
basic track of the town.
The Sanborn map provides a great deal of detail. I was able to locate
each track and sketch the buildings in place. The staging yard will be
four double ended tracks. The tracks will be long enough to hold two
15-car trains. The top sketch is the 15” x 80” left door. The bottom
sketch is the right door. They are joined together left to right.

When I was satisfied with this sketch, I drew a scale drawing in
AutoCAD. The Sanborn map included a scale that allowed me to
easily draw the town to scale. There were only a few compromises
required to get it to fit on the two HCD’s. I drew the structures to
scale. All the structures are unique and will have to be scratch built.
5. OPERATIONS DESIGN PHASE
This layout is designed to operate in the fall of 1927. The two major
crops are cucumbers and potatoes. The potatoes are dug out of the
ground and put into 100 lb burlap sacks. They are placed in trucks or
wagons and carried to the warehouses along the tracks and sold.
The cucumbers are taken to the pickle station, sold and placed in
salting tanks. Cattle are brought to the stock yard and sold. That
covers the rail shipments from Plainfield. Incoming freight consists of
livestock to the stock yard, oil, lubricants and gasoline to Standard
Oil, seed corn, seed potatoes, animal feed and wheat to T.H.
Cochrane, lumber, coal, lime, cement and plaster to R.C. Scobie
Lumber, automobiles, machinery, tractors, farm implements, and
beer to the team track. Less-than-carload merchandise is dropped at
the depot. Freight trains run southbound, Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays. The trains return northbound Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Saturdays. Passenger trains run once a day in each direction.
1. There are four tracks in staging, each long enough to hold two
fifteen car trains. Three Southbound Freight trains and three
Northbound Freight trains are made up in the staging yard. One
passenger train requires manual turning at the end of each run.
2. The operating session starts with the Monday morning
southbound passenger train 502 leaving staging and stopping at the
station at 10.52 AM. Southbound is running CW around the room.
The typical speed was 25 mph (36 inches in 12 sec in N-scale).
3. Next, freight train SP1, Stevens Point to Portage. It pulls out of the
staging yard representing Stevens Point This train consists of (7)

through cars and (7) cars for Plainfield. The (7) cars consist of (1)
stock car, (3) empty box cars for potato loading, (1) box carload of
lumber, (1) hopper of coal, and (1) tank car of gasoline. During the
potato shipping rush, there would be another (3) to (7) empty
boxcars for potato loading.
4. When this southbound train reaches Plainfield, it will first pull the
empties and loads bound for Portage. It will off-spot the lumber
boxcar and the coal hopper on the house track for the northbound
train, PS1 to spot tomorrow. Train PS1 services the Scobie Lumber
Co., the team track, and any cars the southbound train could not get
to. This will eliminate having to do a runaround and possibly moving
cars that are being loaded on the house track. The tank car is
spotted at Standard Oil. The (3) empty boxcars will be spotted at the
open spots at the potato warehouses, or if necessary be off spotted.
5. When the pulls, spots and off-spots are complete, the train is
made up, the air is pumped, and brakes checked. The locomotive is
moved to the water tower and takes on water. Then the train heads
south to Portage staging.
6. During the potato harvest an extra was run to pick up the potato
loads.
7. Articles I read written by WC engineers stated that it took between
two to three hours to switch out Plainfield. When operating at scale
speeds and allowing time for the brakeman to unlock and lock the
turnouts, throw the switches, uncouple and couple the cars, coupling
the air hoses and walking the train checking the brakes, it will take
approximately one to two hours to complete the operation of a freight
and passenger train on this layout.
The next operating session (Tuesday) starts with northbound trains.
After Wednesday and Thursday operations I will break down the four
trains and make up four new trains in staging.
This type of model railroad design can provide a great deal fun both
building and operating.

Next month I will talk about the revisions I made to the construction
of the Consolidated Papers layout I designed in the December
Flimzie. Sometimes things just don’t go as planned.

Recycle Those Old Train Calendars
by Tom Maladecki
I like to recycle old train calendars. I use calendars from the past for
the current period. I get to see great old photos and I save $12 - $25
per calendar as well. There are two ways to recycle those old train
calendars: (1) display the month that I like, or (2) reuse an entire
year.
(1) Display the month. The year 2022 has 365 days and starts on a
Saturday. So any month from any calendar that starts on a Saturday
will work as January 2022 (or any other month, as appropriate). The
only hitch is if the calendar page selected has 28 or 30 days, versus
31 days. If this happens, I usually use trimmed sticky notes to add
days (or cover prominently displayed erroneous months and years).
(2) Use a prior year. Did you realize that the calendar year
periodically repeats the exact same pattern of days and
months? So, we use the same calendar that was used 6, or 11
years ago. The most recent calendar years that 2022 exactly
repeats are 2011, 2005, 1994, 1983, 1977, 1966, 1955, 1949, and
1938.

What Can You Do With Some Old Hollow
Core Doors?

Add some legs.

By Don Brindle
Hollow core doors are $8 each at Restore.

Attach a backdrop.

Complete the square.

Paint some clouds on the backdrop.

Add some foam.

Maybe add a turntable and a roundhouse.

Don’t forget you need some city and industrial trackage!

Just painting the rails and the pink foam makes a HUGE difference.

Add some roadbed, track and feeders.

And soon, you’ve got yourself a railroad!

For Sale

You, too, can own an HO scale model of the iconic Union
Pacific class 4000 4-8-8-4 “Big Boy” so named when a worker at the
Alco factory chalked those enduring words across the smokebox
front. Arguably the most powerful steam locomotive type in the
world, they were originally built with one purpose in mind - to roam
the Wasatch range with ease. This gently used Trix model of UP
4013 in its magnificent wooden presentation case is equipped with
DCC and sound. It is ready to roam your HO railroad, too.
The sale of this locomotive is the result of the generosity of
Steve Faivre and all proceeds of the sale go to the Rock River Valley
Division. Contact Ken Mosny, uiop999@comcast.net or 815-5660595.

$550.00
(offers considered)

For Sale

Offered is a Lionel catalog number 6-18203 Canadian
Pacific SD-40-2 diesel locomotive with dual motors, Magne-Traction,
AC drive, lights, and horn. I believe it was first cataloged in 1989
and appears on the cover of that catalog. It appears to be in as new
cosmetic condition, intact with instructions and original box. It has
just been serviced with new lubricants and look only in test run
condition.
All proceeds of the sale go to the Rock River Valley DivisionNMRA. Contact Ken Mosny, uiop999@comcast.net or 815-5660595

$175.00
(offers considered)

