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Happy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy Holidays    
 

In-Person Meets Canceled for 2020/2021 
 

Carona Covid-19 concerns have canceled the in-person section 
of every Meet this season, however the Zoom section of every 
Meet will occur.  With only one exception (the Midwest Region 
convention) C-19 concerns have canceled all other in-person 
events this season. 
 

Our Zoom Meets start with announcements followed by clinics 

on railroad related topics.  There will be a popular vote contest 
(see 2020/2021 Contests, pages 2 & 3)  and there will be a layout 
tour to area pikes via Zoom.   
 

December 6, 2020, Meet via Zoom 
 

January 3, 2021, Meet via Zoom 
 

February 7, 2021, Meet via Zoom 
 

March 7, 2021, Meet via Zoom 
 

April 11, 2021*, Meet via Zoom 
 

May 2, 2021, Meet via Zoom 
 

* Meet date is not the usual first Sunday of the month.  
 

Watch for your email invitations to our Zoom Meets         Ω 
 

Train Show Canceled for 2021 
 

C-19 concerns canceled the 2021 train show and sale.          Ω 
 

Convention Postponed in 2021 
 

The Midwest Region convention in Rockford is postponed to 
Fall 2021 because of C-19 concerns.  We’ll let you know the 
dates of the convention as soon as we know them.     Ω 
 

Message from the Superintendent 
 

by Ken Mosny, Superintendent, RRVD 
 

          Not surprisingly, COVID 19 continues to have an impact 
on our program.  The RRVD Board of directors has decided not 
to have any in person Meets for the rest of the season Decem-
ber 2020 through May 2021.  The increasing rate of infection in 
our area has simply made it too much of a risk, and there is a 



 

 

high probability we not be allowed a large gathering, anyway.  
The good news is that we will continue to have virtual Meets, 
however.  The silver lining is that these virtual Meets are gaining 
popularity.  They open up the possibilities for truly regional, 
national or even world wide gatherings of hobbyists.  I do not 
think virtual gatherings will go away post COVID.  Model rail-
roaders are networking virtually more than ever.  The Midwest 
Region is compiling a library of virtual clinicians who are willing 
to present a clinic for any group no matter where they are.  Our 
clinician for November was in Indiana.  Think of it.  The world 
can only be a click away!  If you have a clinic you want to list, 
contact me, and I will get the information to you.   If your 
computer does not have a camera, for the price of a mid range 
HO freight car (maybe less), you can buy a USB HD camera 
with a microphone that just plugs in, and it works.  Mine did. 
 

           So far, there are also no other public events on our 
schedule.  This includes the March Annual Show and Sale 
which will not be held again this season.  Schools are not rent-
ing their facilities this year due to COVID.  Also, they do not 
know their usage schedules for their own activities, especially 
sports, and they are reluctant to allow the general public in their 
facilities in large numbers.  It is also uncertain whether a gath-
ering the size of our show would be allowed, anyway.  If you 
have looked around for train shows, you will see that they are 
not being held this season anywhere in our area for these same 
reasons. 
 

           The Midwest Region Convention is still in the works; 
however, after consulting with region officials, we have decided 
not to hold it in May.  It will be postponed until late August or 
September.  Hopefully, by then, the risk will be low.  The moving 
parts for scheduling it were all in sync for May, but they will now 
have to be adjusted to find new dates.  IRM, which is to be the 
featured attraction, is as much uncertain of their schedule as we 

are, so it may be a while before we have a firm date.  Perhaps 
they will have the Pullman Library, CNW and Milwaukee facil-
ities completed by then.  Work was stopped on the construction 
due to COVID.  As soon as we have a date, it will be publicized. 
 

          For December, a group of model railroaders will have a 
Zoom program for families on our usual Meet date and time, 
1pm December 6.  It will focus on children's activities and incl-
ude door prizes to the families donated by the RRVD.  The 
RRVD cannot directly sponsor children directed activities, so 
some of us are organizing this on our own.  The RRVD is per-
mitted to announce and encourage this, however, so we are 
doing that.  Zoom in with your family to have some fun. 
 

          Be safe, stay healthy and we will see you virtually 
monthly. 
 

Ken Mosny 
RRVD Superintendent                             Ω 

                            

 

2020/2021 Contests  
 

Ray Dyreson, Contest Chairperson, reports that we will have 
contests at each of our Meets despite their being via Zoom.  As 
with October and November, RRVD members can submit 
photos of up to three (3) contest entries per Meet.  Contest 
categories are as follows: 
 

Dec. 6, 2020 = Christmas trains  
 

Jan. 3, 2021 = switch engine (diesel, steam, electric, etc.)   
 



 

 

Feb. 7, 2021 = lighting and/or animation   
 

Mar. 7, 2021 = diorama of any size featuring fences  
 

Apr. 11, 2021 = open loads  
 

May 2, 2021 = agricultural model (grain bins, tractors, farms, 
grain hoppers etc.) 
 

Winners will be selected by popular vote of the people attending 
the Meet via Zoom.  Send no more than three (3) photos per 
entry to: raydyr@aol.com               Ω 
 

  by Doug Loy, Director / Show & Sale Chair  
 

Times are scary!  This COVID-19 is getting very worrisome.  All 
you hear on TV news shows is the increase number of cases.  I 
know a few friends that have gotten the virus and I have been 
told it ain’t pretty.  So when you go out wear your mask!  Some 
people say it doesn’t do much good, but every little bit helps.  
Christmas is going to be a trying time this year with all the social 
distancing.  Please stay safe this holiday season! 
 

Right now there is not going to be a 2021 Show and Sale.  The 
Belvidere school board does not know what is going to be going 
on next year.  Instead of having to cancel the show at the last 
minute as was done this year, the RRVD board decided not to 
have a show,  When we are able to have another show let’s 
make up the lost year and  have a really fantastic one in 2022. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL and Happy New Year. 
 

One more time, STAY SAFE!       Ω 

Zoom into Model Railroading 
 

by Ken Mosny, Superintendent 
 

The attendance to our Zoom Meets is increasing.  We had the 
largest turnout yet at about 27 for the November Zoom Meet.  
The clinician was from Indiana and we had one attendee from 
Texas.  The potential for sharing high quality content for Meets 
from all over is obvious.  No travel is required, just a computer 
and broadband internet.  I actually find Zoom Meets more pers-
onal in a way.  Having the attendees on the screen face to face 
can put everyone on the same level rather than the traditional 
audience and speaker roles.  The Meets often become more 
conversational once you get used to them.  I am linking the 
RRVD up with two divisions in Texas and the WISE division 
who are starting multidivisional Meets via Zoom.  As soon as we 
get rolling on this, we will have a procedure to get invitations to 
those who want them.  The Central Indiana Division hosts a 
Track Talk Zoom at least once a month, which I have attended, 
too.  With multidivisional participation, we will be expected to 
provide some content, too. 
 

Hats off to Ron Johnson for finding Phil Burnside for our Nov-
ember Meet.  It probably would not have happened for an in 
person Meet.  Phil Burnside's clinic was top notch covering how 
he modeled a nuclear waste container car using 3D printing.  In 
the past you would have to go to a regional or national event for 
a clinic like his, and he came to us!  I was impressed at the 
quality of 3D printed parts he made at home on equipment that 
is financially within reach of all of us.  Do you want that ABBA 
Santa Fe passenger train set or a 3D printer?  As a retired 
mechanical CAD engineer, I spent 12 years for 8 to 10 hours a 
day modeling custom industrial machinery on Solid Works, so I 
know the modeling side of 3D printing, but I was a little skeptical 
of the printing quality to use in small scales.  Well, quality has 



 

 

come a long way in the last couple of years, baby.  Resolution 
of home owned 3D printers is approaching the thickness of a 
sheet of paper, and with alcohol polishing of the part, it is nearly 
paint ready.  Remember that our paint films are a few thous-
andths of an inch thick, so the resolution of the printing process 
is approaching the thickness of the paint film.  Still not quite 
there yet, but just wait a few more years.  The printing speed 
has to get up, too.  Parts can take hours or days to print.  That 
is not a concern if the printer is just chugging away on a per-
sonal project, but production is another story.  I predict that 
soon there will be a flood of low volume niche models, a few 
hundred to a few thousand per production run, that could not 
support the tooling cost of traditional methods, even resin cas-
ting, at prices we can afford and made in basements.  Also, 
there is no out of stock. Just print on demand. 
 

Editor’s Note - - For our December Meet, Phil Burnside will once 
again present a clinic utilizing 3D printing.   
 

So, if you haven't attended one of our Zoom Meets, Zoom in.  Ω 
 

Chief Clerk has COVID 19  
 

BREAKING NEWS: James DeVoe, RRVD Chief Clerk, has C-
19.  His test came back positive on Nov. 12th.  He was exposed 
during the prior week and hadn’t been feeling well.  At first he 
just felt lousy, and was isolating in the basement with his toys 
and wasn’t allowed to come out.  What we know at press time is 
his condition worsened and his lungs filled with fluid.  He was at 
Mercy on Rockton waiting to go to Mercy on Riverside.  They 
put him on oxygen, and that brought his oxygen levels up. His 
son said James is doing OK, not great, but OK.  He said the 
nurses want him to lay on his stomach and James resists! 
Sounds like him.  His wife, Ann, texted Nov. 20th: "Jim is still in 
the hospital. He had Covid complicated by pneumonia.  He is 

on oxygen to help his breathing and medications for the pneu-
monia.  He seems to be holding steady but we are hoping for 
some improvement soon."  Keep James in your thoughts and 
prayers..           Ω 
 

December 6, 2020 Zoom In with Santa 
 

PRESS RELEASE:  Model trains are still here at Christmas!  A 
local group of model railroaders, The Friends of the Rock River 
Valley Division, will be hosting a free Holiday Zoom with 
Christmas Trains for children with their families on Sunday 
December 6, 2020 at 1:00 pm.  The approximately one hour 
program will feature a zoom in with Santa, a live tour of an O 
scale model railroad, videos, games and door prize drawings.  
To receive your invitation to Holiday Zoom with Christmas 
Trains, send an email request to xmaskids2020@gmail.com by 
Friday, December 4.  Invitations will be emailed Saturday, 
December 5.  Visit https://rrvd-nmra.org for more information. 
 

So, if you haven't attended one of our Zoom Meets, Zoom in.   
 

Editor’s Note #1 - - Recent NMRA headquarters youth policy 
means Divisions cannot sponsor programs aimed at “at risk 
persons” so individuals must sponsor such programs.   
 

Editor’s Note #2 - - The 2nd part of the Dec. 6th program will be a 
regular RRVD Meet.  Phil Burnside will once again present a 
clinic utilizing 3D printing.     Ω 
 

2020-2021 Layout Tours  
 

Ken Mosny, RRVD Superintendent, reports that Bert Morris, 
Layout Tour Chairperson, is working on virtual layout tours 
since all layout tour will need to be virtual (Zoom only) for the 
foreseeable future.  If you want your layout to be the subject of 
a video layout tour, contact Bert at:  winxxx1115@gmail.com,  Ω 



 

 

Repeating Calendar – Years Equal To 2021  
 

by Tom Maladecki 
 

I like to recycle old train calendars... using railroad calendars 
from past years for the current year.  I get to see great old 
photos and I save $12 - $20 per calendar as well.  All that you 
have to do is find calendar years that start on the same day and 
have the same number of days as 2021 (or for any other year 
you‘re interested in).  The year 2021 has 365 days and starts on 
a Friday.  Recent prior years with the same starting weekday 
(Friday) and an equal number of days to 2021 (365) are as 
follows: 
 

           1965 
                      1971 
                                1982 
                                           1993 
                                                      1999 
                                                                 2010 
 

My birth year is being repeated in 2021 so I thought it might be 
interesting to some of our older readers to see if theirs is too, or 
it might be interesting to quasi-historians who might want to 
commemorate the year their railroad came into existence, or 
lament the year it went out of existence.  
 

           1909 
                      1915 
                                1926 
                                           1937 
                                                      1943 
                                                                 1954 
 

Did you realize that the calendar year periodically repeats in the 
exact same pattern of days and months?  I thought it interesting 
that these repetitions follow a 6 year then 11 year cycle.  

Planning for the future?  Save those calendars for the upcoming 
recurrences in 2027 and 2038.  And, of course, 6 years after 
that, then 11 years after that … … 
 

There is another way to recycle those old train calendars, which 
is to display a particular month that you might like.  For ins-
tance, January 2021 starts on a Friday, so any calendar month 
that starts on a Friday will work; therefore, for January 2021  
I am using May 2020 of the Green Bay & Western Historical 
Society calendar which shows GBW Alco RS27 #316 making 
smoke as it hauls a short train west of Black Creek, WI.  The 
only hitch to using individual months is if the one selected has 
28 or 30 days versus 31 days.  You can ignore the discrepancy, 
or use sticky notes to add or obliterate days or to cover 
prominently displayed untrue months and years.   
 

Have fun recycling those vintage calendars.         Ω 
 

Turntable Control Panel  
 

by Don Brindle 
 

I recently purchased a Walthers Cornerstone Turntable and I 
wanted to build a control panel to hold both the turntable 
controller and switches to control power to the stall tracks.   
 

                           



 

 

I build the panel with a 1/4' hardboard face, 16-1/2” x 12” and 
used 1” x 2” pine to frame it and 1” x 4” pine to angle it out from 
the fascia. 
 

I used the drawing tools in Microsoft Word to create the track 
drawing on the panel.  My printer isn’t able to print a drawing as 
large as I needed, so I had to get innovative.  I opened my first 
WORD file and set it for 11” x 17” paper set for a landscape 
orientation and created the drawing.  Here’s what that drawing 
looked like on the computer screen: 
 

 
 
Next, I opened a second WORD file and set it for 8-1/2” x 11” 
paper set to portrait orientation.  I then copied the 11” x 17” 
drawing onto the 8-1/2” x 11” paper, letting the right side of the 
drawing “hang off” the paper; I saved this file as the “left side.”  
Here’s what it looks like: 
 

 
 
Then I opened a third WORD file and again set it for 8-1/2” x 11 
paper set to portrait orientation.  I then copied the 11” x 17” 
drawing onto the 8-1/2” x 11” paper, this time letting the left side 
of the drawing “hang off” the paper.  I saved this file as the “right 
side.”  Here’s what it looks like: 



 

 

 
 
I could now print each half of the drawing, then tape them 
together and have the entire drawing.  Here’s the connected 
drawings on the panel: 

 
 

I taped the drawing to the hardboard, and I covered it with 
plastic that I got from a cheap poster frame from Hobby Lobby, 
cut to size.  I find the plastic covering on the poster frames is 
thinner and thus less prone to cracking than the Lexan you can 
buy at Home Dept.  I cut the plastic to size by scribing and 
snapping, just like scratchbuilding with styrene, and then I 
screwed the 1/4” hardboard and the plastic cover to the frame 
with 6 x 3/4" Phillip's head screws with finishing washers. 
 

The pushbuttons are in 1/2" diameter holes.  The square blue 
Walthers turntable control board had to have a square cutout 
made.  After some experience using the turntable, I decided to 
make a copy of the operating instructions and insert them under 
the plastic in the upper left corner, so anyone using the turn-
table can easily read them.  The actual instructions were too 
large to fit the space, so I re-typed them in WORD in a smaller 
font so I could fit them into the blank area at the top left corner 
of the panel. 
 

The pushbuttons power up each stall track.  Now that I've used 
it a few times, it's kind of a pain to hold the button while trying to 
use the throttle.  Pushbuttons were the usual choice with DC 



 

 

layouts, as you didn't want to accidentally leave a stall track 
powered when you tried to run another engine on your layout.  
But with DCC, even though other engines on the stall tracks 
may be powered (lights, sound), they shouldn't move unless 
you've selected them with your throttle, so pushbuttons aren't as 
necessary anymore.  Therefore, I'm thinking of replacing the 
pushbuttons with SPST toggle switches.  It won't be the end of 
the world if I leave one on accidentally. 
 

The drawing that I made can also be used for other control 
panels you might need on your layout.  When my son and I built 
an N-scale layout on a hollow core door (you may have seen it 
at one of our train shows years ago), I built the control panel the 
same way, using WORD to create the layout drawing.       Ω 
 

NMRA Recommended Car Weights 
 

by Tom Maladecki 
 

Regardless of scale, there are differences in the weight of 
model railroad cars from various manufacturers.  If you use cars 
right out of the box, lighter cars could get pulled off of the track 
in curves.  To improve performance, NMRA has recommended 
car weight formulas at RP-21a.  For example, HO cars need an 
initial weight of 1 ounce plus ½ ounce per inch of car length (the 
model’s length).  If you are like me, you don’t like to make the 
computations required for those formulas every time you build a 
car, so I prepared an HO weight chart.   
 

My chart shows recommended car weights, in ounces, by proto-
type car lengths in feet as well as by actual lengths of the model 
car in inches.  I keep a copy of the chart at my scale (weighing 
machine), so once the model is ready it goes onto the postage 
scale and, if needed, weight is added.  If you want to keep a 
copy of my chart handy by your scale or on your workbench, the 
HO scale (1:87) chart follows:  

Prototype Actual Car'sCar's

Car Length TotalTotal
Length of Car WeightWeight
(Feet) (Inches) (Ounces)(Ounces)  

 

HO scale (1:87) 
 

29.0 4.00 3.00  
30.0 4.14 3.10  
32.6 4.50 3.25  
35.0 4.75 3.38  
39.9 5.50 3.75  
40.0 5.52 3.76  
43.5 6.00 4.00  
47.1 6.50 4.25  
50.0 6.90 4.50  
50.8 7.00 4.50  
54.4 7.50 4.75  
58.0 8.00 5.00  
60.0 8.25 5.17  

 

Many items are used by modelers to add weight to cars, from 
weights designed for models to adhesive backed ¼ oz or ½ oz 
segmented weights to sheet lead to automobile wheel weights.  
Did you know there are Kadee weights for 50-ton AAR hoppers 
(product #174)?  When minted, all recent U.S. pennies weigh 
2.5 grams (0.088 ounces), so my rule of thumb is that each 
penny adds 1/10 oz when I consider the latex caulk adhesive to 
hold them in place.  Five cents per ½ ounce is fairly cheap �   
 

For folks in other scales, I am including charts for you too, but 
only for cars of 35, 40, 50, and 60 scale feet.  Write if you need 
an enhanced chart, such as I have for HO scale.  There can be 
charts for narrow gauge in various scales if you request them. 
 



 

 

Prototype Actual Car'sCar's

Car Length TotalTotal
Length of Car WeightWeight
(Feet) (Inches) (Ounces)(Ounces)  

 

N scale (1:160) 
 

35.0 2.75 0.92  
40.0 3.00 0.95  
50.0 3.75 1.07  
60.0 4.50 1.18  

 

O scale (1:48) 
 

35.0 8.75 13.90  
40.0 10.00 15.00  
50.0 12.50 17.50  
60.0 15.00 20.00  

 

S scale (1:64) 
 

35.0 6.56 5.30  
40.0 7.50 5.75  
50.0 9.38 6.75  
60.0 11.25 7.67  

 
There are probably some readers who will want to check the 
math.  If you do come up with a discrepancy, please let me 
know.  Some extrapolation was used to get to weights for even 
prototype lengths, like 35, 40, 50, and 60 feet, as well as to get 
to quarter inches of model car lengths.  
 

One thing that really jumped out me is the relatively heavy 
weights that NMRA recommends for O scale versus S scale.  
That’s mostly because the initial weight is 5 versus 2 ounces.  
The RP-21a recommended car weight formulas are as follows: 
 

Initial 

Weight AddAdd
Per Car Oz PerOz Per
(Ounces) Car InchCar Inch

N scale 0.50 0.15 
HO scale 1.00 0.50 
S scale 2.00 0.50 
O scale 5.00 1.00  
 
For my G gauge friends, I extrapolated car weights using an 
initial weight of 3 ounce plus 1 ½ ounce per inch of car length.  
 
Prototype Actual Car'sCar's

Car Length TotalTotal
Length of Car WeightWeight
(Feet) (Inches) (Ounces)(Ounces)  

 

G gauge (1:29 scale / 1:32 scale) 
 

35.0 14.50 24.75  
40.0 16.55 28.00  
50.0 20.69 34.00          Ω 

 

For Sale 
 

FOR SALE Complete collection of Model Railroader magazines 
from 1934 to present.  Yes, including that rare first issue.  Also 
includes extensive collection of Model Railroader memorabilia 
including anniversary edition cars, cups, banners etc.  Most 
years from 70's on are in Kalmbach binders.  Don't read a 
digital copy.  Touch and read the real thing.  Must sacrifice for 
$500.  Contact Ray Dyreson at raydyr@aol.com 
 



 

 

NOTE:  ‘For Sale’ notices are posted in the FLIMZIE for NMRA 
members on a space available basis.  Contact the Editor or one 
of the RRVD Officers or Directors if you would like to have a 
‘For Sale’ item in the FLIMZIE          Ω 

 
Wheel Report 
 

Observations, Opinions and Comments from the Editor  
 

by Tom Maladecki  
 

Covid-19 Impact on Future Meets and Events  
 

The officers and directors are making every effort to make 
decisions to keep you safe.  All of our in-person RRVD activities 
for the 2020/2021 season were cancelled because of Covid-19 
concerns.  Stay safe. 
 

The Midwest Region convention will be postponed until the Fall 
of 2021.  MWR officials consulted with RRVD representatives 
and made the joint decision to postpone.  We’re hoping that the 
C-19 epidemic will not be a factor in the future. 
 
December 6th Meet  
 

The December Meet will be in two parts.  The first portion will be 
hosted by The Friends of the Rock River Valley Division since 
RRVD can’t directly sponsor activities directed at kids.  The 
program will feature a zoom in with Santa, a tour of an O scale 
model railroad, videos, games and door prizes.  It is expected to 
last about an hour.  The second portion will be a typical Meet, 
albeit abbreviated.  Phil Burnside will once again present a clinic 
utilizing 3D printing.  The contest will be Christmas trains  
 
Keep Hobby Shops in mind.   
 

Keep our hobby shops in mind during the pandemic. 

Deadlines.  Deadlines for input to the FLIMZIE are: 
 

          February 1st for the Spring issue,  
          May 1st for the Summer issue,   
          August 1st for the Fall issue, and  
          November 1st for the Winter issue.  
 

We need your input to keep the FLIMZIE interesting.  Please 
provide your articles, photos and information.  Make a note of 
the deadlines for articles and data for our quarterly newsletter 
because the Editor needs sufficient time to complete the 
FLIMZIE in a timely manner.  
 
Happy New Year   
 

The year 2020 has really been a year to forget.  So many things 
cancelled, so many lives affected.  For me, 2020 can’t be over 
with soon enough.  I have high hopes for 2021.  Right now pros-
pects look good.  I hope that we all have a very, very happy new 
year.  Best wishes to you and yours. 
 

 Ω 



 

 

RRVD Officers, Directors and Other Contacts 
 

The Rock River Valley Division of the Midwest Region of the 
National Model Railroad Association includes Green and Rock 
Counties in Wisconsin as well as Boone, Carol, DeKalb, Jo 
Davies, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside, and Winnebago 
counties in Illinois.  Following is contact information for our 
Officers, Directors and some other folks who make things 
happen in RRVD: 
 
Superintendent 
E. Ken Mosny, Jr.  
4752 Stage Coach Trail  
Rockford, IL 61101-6028 
815 / 965-4871 
kenmosny@comcast.net 
 
Assistant Superintendent / 2021 Convention Chair 
Marty Hendrickx  
6813 Michelle Drive 
Roscoe, IL 61073-9169 
815 / 623-7326 
mhendrickx@charter.net 
 
Chief Clerk 
James DeVoe  
2219 Mulberry  
Rockford, IL 61101-5538 
779 / 208-0925 
devoejames@sbcglobal.net 

                                                 

Paymaster 
David Duitsman  
704 E Soper Street 
Winnebago, IL  61088-9691  
815 / 979-3185   
daduitsman@gmail.com,  
 

Director (past Superintendent) 
Ray Dyreson   
9729 Montague Road   
PO Box 307  
Winnebago, IL  61088-0307   
815 / 335-7046, 815 / 494-0205   
raydyr@aol.com,  
 

Director / Show & Sale Chair  
Doug Loy   
17972 Caledonia Road   
Caledonia, IL  61011-9563   
815 / 765-3135   
delhsclo@yahoo.com,  
 

Director / Election & Nomination / Advancement 
Gary Loiselle 
4720 Black Oak Trail 
Rockford, Il. 61101-6017 
815 / 963-8326 
hofreight@gmail.com,  
 

Photographer for the FLIMZIE  
Joe Whinnery  
804 Starview Court  
Rockford, IL 61108-4009  
815 / 398-8973 
phowhin@yahoo.com,  



 

 

RRVD Archivist 
Don Brindle 
1465 Boulder Creek Way 
Rockford, Il. 61108 
815 / 329-6112 
donbrindle@aol.com,  
 

Membership Chair 
John Mann MMR 
7303 Farmhome Lane 
Cherrey Valley, Il. 61016-9718 
815-332-2496 
jjmannmmr@comcast.net,  
 

Clinic Chair 
Ron Johnson 
2516 E. Chickadee Trail 
Rockford, Il. 61107-1042 
779 / 774-5431 
rondjohn@earthlink.net,  
 

Layout Tours 
Bert Morris 
13484 W. Campbell Road 
Durand, Il. 61024-9732 
815 / 520-1307 
winxxx1115@gmail.com,        
 
 
 

WE ARE STRONG TOGETHER 
 
 

Director / Editor of the FLIMZIE  
Tom Maladecki  
 

Summer:  4657 Brougham Drive  
Rockford, IL 61114-6243 
815 / 877-3854 
 

Winter:  37816 Cecil Lane  
Zephyrhills, FL 33542-1809 
813 / 788-5666 
 

tomalco@aol.com,                          Ω 
 
 

Second Section      
 

Where multiple trains are used on the same route to carry an 
excess of freight or passengers, the trains will be defined as 
"first section", "second section", "third section", etc. to differ-
entiate them for dispatching.  The FLIMZIE uses "second 
section" to split content, putting photographs of interest to our 
membership into the second portion of our newsletter.  Your 
Editor had envisioned the possibility of printing a limited number 
of copies of the "first section" of the FLIMZIE for members who 
do not have access to the internet.  Color photos are more 
expensive to print. 
 

Ken Mosny provided the Meet contest winner photos.  They are 
the photos that were provided by the contest entrants.  Ken 
assembled and provided them for us to vote upon st the Meets.  
Those winner photos are on pages 13 thru 15.  
 

Joe Whinnery says he went through the computer to find some 
previous photos to use for Christmas photos and maybe provide 
a bit of cheer.  Those pics are on pages 15 and 16.  
 

And then Joe provided some great winter scenes of the park 
district’s trolley in the snow.  Those photos are on page 17.     Ω 



 

 

 

 

 
 

There were ties for 2nd and 3rd places in November 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
James DeVoe is always ready to talk with visitors and  
to tell them about his O27 Lionel exhibition layout 

 
James DeVoe at the Midway Village train show in 2019 
 

 
The late Charlie Wickhorst exhibited his Christmas layout  
at the Midway Village train show in 2019 



 

 

         The photos on this page show RRVD’s Rockford Route 
 

 
 

 
 

at the Nicholas Conservatory in Winter 2019/2020 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
                                                                                                Ω 


