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The Rock River Valley Division, RRVD, is a local division of the Midwest
Region of the National Model Railroad Association, NMRA. The RRVD
serves NMRA members in areas of Green and Rock Counties of
Wisconsin and Boone, Jo Davies, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside,
Carol, DeKalb and Winnebago counties in Illinois. The RRVD holds
monthly meets typically the first Sunday afternoon of each month,
September through May, in Rockford at the Midway Museum Center.
The meets start at 1:00 PM. The meets consist of various clinics on
model railroading along with various model contests as well as door
prizes for those in attendance. The RRVD will hold a train show at
Midway Village on November 4, 2017 as well as our annual Train Show
and Sale in the Spring of 2018. The date and venue for the Show and
Sale will be announced as soon as they can be firmed up.

June Junket

A reminder that our annual trip to visit a large model railroad will take
place June 4, 2017. We are to visit Mike McBride’s large HO layout in
Dixon Illinois. We will meet at the Northeast corner of Cherry Vale Mall,
upper level by Sears to carpool to Dixon. We will leave the mall
promptly at 12:30 PM. Call Dick Caudle at 815-874-7695 to tell him you
will participate and for information.
The dates for the fall meetings are: September 10, 2017- October 1,
2017- November 4, 2017 will be a Train Show at Midway Village
Museum- December 3, 2017 Annual Garage Sale

Superintendent: Bruce Giersch
bgrrogauge@gmail.com
Assistant Superintendent: Ken Reinert
sewtrain@foxvalley.net
Chief Clerk: James DeVoe
devoejames@sbcglobal.net
Paymaster: E. Ken Mosny, Jr.
uiop999@comcast.net

From the Superintendent
by Bruce Giersch
As your new Division Superintendent, I want to introduce myself. I have
been a NMRA member since 2010 and I enjoy 3-rail scale railroading. As
an engineer, I retired a couple of years ago. I have been working on my
current layout now for about 20 years and getting ready to add more
area and trackage. My gaining more area in the basement went much
better than what the GLB (Great Lakes Basin Railroad Ed.) is running into.
As most veterans will say, don’t volunteer for anything. On the other
side of the coin, many of us veterans volunteered in the first place.
When asked to be nominated, I took time to consider but then sure, why
not, this won’t be my first rodeo doing this. We can be thankful that we
have a nucleus of volunteers within the RRVD that have been around for
years and know what has to be done and how to do it. As you know,
things don’t happen by themselves. From getting the
coffee and donuts for each month’s event to putting on our annual
‘Show & Sale’, it’s the volunteers that make it happen.

Well, we did it! Our hosting of the 2017 Midwest Regional Convention
was a success. Those on the convention committee can now breathe a
sigh of relief with having did the job done well. There were a couple of
small hiccups over the weekend but we were able to adapt and
overcome.
We had 157 in attendance for the weekend. Representing the RRVD,
only 41% of our members paid to attend the convention.
The convention started on Friday with the hobo grill at the Rochelle Rail
Park, which worked out very nicely to kick off the event and getting folks
to intermingle. As far as the weather was concerned, it turned out to be
the best day of the weekend. There could have been more trains
passing in review, but all there had a good time and enjoyed the dogs,
brats, hot tea and hot chocolate. It does seem however, that we may
have had something to do with knocking out Trains Magazines’ video
feed when we plugged in a second coffee pot at the pavilion. (It took
until the Monday to get it back up Ed.)
Back in Rockford, Don Brindle and crew spent all their time at the
registration table on Friday and Saturday morning. There were three
operating sessions Friday evening hosted by Dave Hopper, Eugene
Wheeler and Harold Heeren, with 78 operators participating.
There were nine clinics on Friday evening and then another 12 clinics
Saturday morning. James DeVoe, our new Division Clerk, did a great job
putting together a host of clinicians covering a number of subjects,
including the two “Meet the President” clinics with the President of the
NMRA, Charlie Getz.
Our Club Car was well received with its offering of coffee, tea and the
donuts on Saturday morning.
During the day on Saturday the Contest Crew headed by Ingrid and
Childrens from the MWR, along with Jay Kabitzke and Ray Dyreson,
worked on judging the models and photo entries. At the same time folks
had a chance to submit bids for the silent auction.

After some layout tours on Saturday afternoon, our banquet kicked off
with railroad songs by Ron Holms and Jannie Nelson. Following dinner,
Jerry Pyfer ran his music/slide show, “In Dreams-Looking Back at the
Milwaukee Road in the Midwest.”
There were 22 layouts open for touring during the convention across the
RRVD area. Ranging from Beloit in the north to Lee & Sycamore to the
south, and then from Winnebago in the west to Belvidere to the east.
Plenty of eye candy for all to enjoy during their visit.
The 2018 Midwest Regional Convention will be hosted by the SouthCentral Wisconsin Division on April 13th thru the 15th and will be held at
the Radisson Hotel in Madison. See their website for more information.
Dick Caudle has arranged that for our June ‘junket’ event, we are going
to Dixon to visit Mike McBride’s large HO layout. Mike is a former
employee of the C&NW. His layout is 28’ x 75’, double deck and features
1600’ of main line trackage. We will meet at northeast corner of the
Cherry Vale Mall, upper level of Sears, to car pool down to Dixon. We
will be leaving at 12:30. Dick will have maps available.
HELP WANTED
The board of directors needs to fill the following positions.
Contest Chair Person-Duties include: establishing theme for model
contest held at our meets, prints ballots and sign-up sheets for the
contest, counts contest ballots to determine winner, procures gift
certificates used for prizes. Certificates are paid for by the Division.
Layout Tour Coordinator-Contacts various members or clubs who are
willing to open their layout for tours after meets. Issues maps with
directions showing members how to travel to these layouts from
Midway village.
Clinic Coordinator-Arrange and obtain clinicians to inform or
demonstrate model railroad techniques and railroad topics to help
improve members’ model railroading skills and knowledge at RRVD
monthly meets.
The RRVD holds a board meeting at the Westminster Presbyterian
Church located at the corner of Bell School Road and Spring Creek Road
the third Wednesday of every month except December. NMRA

members are welcome to attend. We always need more help. We meet
in a room at the South corner of the building at 7:00 PM

Upcoming Contest Schedule
The following is a list of contests for the 2017 – 2018 season to give
everyone a head start to generate a contest winner. First prize includes
a gift certificate to an area hobby shop.
October: Model scenes up to 2 x 4ft.
January: Off line and on line structures (Two contests due to no
November contest)
February: Freight cars and open loads.
March: Servicing facilities, engines, or RIP track. Could even be a car.
April: Funny car or oddball car. Example a car being used for something
not originally designed. Use your imagination.

Upcoming Clinics

We are always looking for clinicians to make presentations at our
monthly meets. Many times, you may have a project or a particular skill
or method of doing something on your model railroad that can be of
interest to other modelers. Topics about wiring, scenery construction.
track layout design, painting models, DCC programing, bench work
construction, prototype operation or general modeling topics are always
welcome. There are members of our division who can help you to put
together a presentation. Contact Ray Dryeson raydyr@aol.com for
information and how to get help with your clinic presentation.

Annual Show & Sale
By Doug Loy

The 2017 Show & Sale is now history. The S & S was another success
thanks to all the volunteers of the division. Our attendance was up a
little but not at what the board would like to see. Please talk the S
& S up for next year. The RRVD test track was unveiled at the show. The
track had a couple of glitches, which were fixed. The track was used to
test a few locomotives. Thanks to the RRVD members that contributed
to the making of the test track.

The Rockford School District continues to raise the rent for the school
which means we need more people to come. The S & S profits are what
gives the RRVD working capital to fund the various projects year round.
This means the cost of using Midway Museum Village, our web site, and
other financial needs. The Jefferson J-Hawks boosters like our being
there as this is a major fund raiser for them. If anyone knows a school
board member, let the board know that high rent cost is making it
difficult raise enough funds for operation! The Division is still solid, but
the raising of the rental on the gym is severely cutting into our finances.
Hope everyone had a great time at the S & S this year. The attendees
like our show and so do the vendors and of course the RRVD members
like it. The layouts are always good to see.
It amazes me how little time it actually takes the layouts to get put up
and running and also the take down. The Toy Train Barn won the best
display again this year. I hope to go up to Argyle, Wisconsin to see their
home turf this summer.
The 2017 convention, Golden Rails, is now history. The clinics were
interesting and the banquet meal was excellent. Job well done to
convention chairman, Ron Johnson and his crew.

Show and Sale Pictures

Friend We Lost

James (Jim) Douglas Baker 1950—2017, 66, of Rockford, Illinois, went to
be with the Lord on Thursday, March 16, 2017, surrounded by his family.
Jim was born on July 17, 1950, in Goshen, Indiana where he grew up and
graduated from Goshen High School in 1968. He earned his Bachelor's
degree, in 1975, from Purdue University. In 1972, he completed pilot
training for the United States Air Force, during which time he flew the T37 Mentor and T-38 Talon. He went on to fly the F-100 Super Sabre and
the F-4 Phantom in the Indiana Air National Guard, retiring as a
Lieutenant Colonel after more than 20 years of service.
Jim also flew for American Airlines, starting in 1988, and retired as
Captain in January 2011, having flown 5 different models of aircraft. He
had many hobbies including woodworking, model railroading, aviation,
landscape photography; and traveling with his wife Linda in planes,
trains and their 5th wheel camper. He was an active member of Christ
United Methodist Church, the National Model Railroad Association,
Experimental Aircraft Association, and Angel Flight Central. He is
survived by his wife, Linda; sons, Brandon (Amy), Michael (Corinne) and
Stephen (Julia); stepson, Christopher Stohl; grandchildren, Mason, Molly,
Kateri, Anthony, Gianna, Madeline, Luke, Hannah Grace, Samuel, Lorelai,
Charlotte and Marianne; sister, Linda Williams; as well as many nieces,
nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews. He was preceded in death by
his parents, Warren and Maxine Baker, and stepson, Shawn Stohl.
For those that may not know Jim suffered from ALS the last few years of
his life. Members of the RRVD helped to dismantle his large railroad in

his former home and were in the process of building a small railroad in
his new home when he past.
Charlie Wickhorst attended Jim’s memorial and has written the following
description of the ceremony. “All funerals are special, but Jim Baker’s
was an exception. As the casket was moved down the aisle and out of
the church, a video showed Jim in his fighter plane ready to take off.
After permission to do so, he gets into position, takes off and flies into
the heavens and out of sight. Outside the church a three-gun military
salute and a plane fly-over honored our good friend.”

Jim with his New York Central inspired layout in the background.

Model of his wife Linda’s Quilt Shop.

Cleaning up after Show & Sale.

Jim giving a clinic on backdrop painting.
Jim giving clinic on track ballasting.

Clarence Welte

Jim with his model of a steel mill.

Contest Entries

At every meet, we hold, the RRVD has a modeling contest with a
selected theme. The winner receives a gift certificate to a regional
hobby shop. Shown below are some of the entries for the freight or
passenger station contest.

Bruce Giersch

The next group of pictures is for work equipment.

Jim McQueeny 1st Place
Rich Woock

Gary Loiselle
Ken Mosny

Ken Mosny 1st Place

Dan places the model on test track to see if installation is correct.

Clinics

The main purpose of the “Meets” is to provide modeling clinics.
Clinicians share their talents to enhance our modeling skills or provide
information on prototype subjects which can be a source of modeling
inspiration.
Shown below are pictures of Dan Weber installing a DCC mobile decoder
in a diesel locomotive. As can be seen it is not impossible but one does
need good eyesight and the proper sized soldering iron. As he explained,
trimming all the wires to enable them to fit in the locomotive and
making sure they are properly insulated is essential to not shorting out
the decoder and enabling body to be placed back in position. Dan does
these decoder installations for area hobby shops for those who feel it is
beyond their capabilities.
Dan touches up soldering of a wire that worked itself loose while
dressing wire in position. Dan brought a friend to provide video
projection enabling everyone to view the installation.

Layout Visits After Meets

After each meet held at Midway Village different members open their
layouts for tours. Shown below are pictures from three different layouts.
The first is Jim McQueeny’s Pacific and Western which has both HO
standard gauge and Hon3. Here Jim explains his scenery techniques.

Jim’s rock casting techniques applied over his painted shop towels (Jim
gave a clinic on painted towels) seen on the far right of the picture.
Rocks are stained and trees planted in a realistic manner.

Narrow gauge climbs up into mountains.
Jim is a master kit basher as he creates a large city scape.

The next layout visited was Dick Caudle’s large layout featuring three
railroad lines, the Waukon Mineral & Addison, Mineral & Mississippi and
Powell Yates & Eastern.

An air powered swing bridge on the railroad. Dick worked in HVAC and
utilizes small HVAC air cylinders to power the bridge. The days before
Tortoise switch machines required innovation.

Dick explains one of the finer points of the layout to a visitor.

Dick never met a bridge he didn’t like.

The final set of layout pictures come from Ken Reinert’s Green Valley and
Western, a mid-western railroad based on a mythical subsidiary of the
Union Pacific in 1959 in the steam to diesel transition period.

Dick has been building this bridge for years. I think the real one took less
time.

I believe this is a water powered mill. The next time you see Dick just ask
him. I am sure it is based on some prototype.

Ken Reinert points out the large cityscape in which the railroad’s main
yard and repair facility is located.

Turntable, roundhouse, and car repair shop located in the middle of “Big
City” yard.

Clarence Welte looks for the pop-up section in the layout as featured in
the past issue of the “Flimzie.” Ken showed him how it worked.

Not all the railroad is in populated areas as this farm scene suggests.

Narrow street scene in “Big City.” Ken’s railroad is buried in the depths
of the city which has been built around it not unlike the railroads in
Chicago or other large cities..

Seen in the following picture are Bruce Giersch and Al Laseke cooking the
brats on the grill. Looks like Al is taste testing to make sure Bruce gets
the brats just right.

As Bruce mentioned in his article the RRVD celebrated its 50th
Anniversary in grand style by hosting the Midwest Region NMRA
Convention. For those who could not make it to the convention the
following are pictures highlighting some of the many activities that took
place.
The festivities started out with the Hobo Grill at the Rochelle Railroad
Park on Friday afternoon.

Convention goers take photos of one of the two passing trains seen all
afternoon.

Paul Willis is checking out the list to see who is there.

The highlight of the afternoon was an apparent race between a track
machine and a high rail truck.
As this editor was watching the activities on the Train’s web page the
picture suddenly went blank. After discussion with Bruce later that
evening, it was found that when the second coffee pot was plugged in at
the Rochelle Park they blew the fuse. It was not until Monday when the
camera was up and running.

After the Hobo Grill the convention moved to the Holiday Inn in
Rockford.

Up close and personal with a Union Pacific light engine move.

Shown below as board members prepare for the sign in rush Friday
evening. It only looks like half the members are napping.

The Rockford Convention Bureau provided a display highlighting sites to
visit in Rockford for convention attendees.

Below is a picture of Don Brindle performing the task of untangling the
name badges. You name it, Don was up to the task, whether it was
chasing after audio visual equipment or signing people in. No matter
what the entanglements were he straightened them out.

Clinics

There were many clinics and it was impossible to get photos of everyone
but included below are some pictures.

Charlie Getz the President of the NMRA discussed the upcoming events
and programs of the NMRA as well as answering questions from the
audience. He also talked about the state of the hobby and the
relationship to the model railroad community in general.

Our own Ken Mosny presented a clinic about better locomotive wiring to
improve performance.

In case you do not know Ken, here is a closeup picture.

Mary’s husband Roger explains details.

Mary Grigsby sets up her module prior to her and her husband Roger’s
clinic on building a modular layout.

James DeVoe, Clinic Chairman for the conventions, works with presenter
Bruce DeYoung before Bruce gave his clinic on weathering model
railroad equipment.

Bruce gives his clinic with the audio-visual equipment working. It was
discovered during the clinic presentations that all the different hardware
used created a problem with the audio -visual equipment available.

Bruce gave a second clinic on tips and tricks for structures to add such
things as foundations, painting techniques, roofing materials, and
window treatments to add needed dimension to ordinary structures.

Cody Grivno from Model Railroader Magazine had to make a run to Best
Buy to get the proper cable to hook up his presentation on the History of
Railroads in Crookston, MN. – 1879 to Present. Here Cody and Jerry
Pyfer work on hooking up the various cables.

All is well and Cody starts his presentation.

Below Dan Weber assembles his drone prior to the clinic on using drones
for photographing railroad hard to get to places on foot.

Above Mark Cowles presented a clinic on Great Lake Car Ferries.
Below is shown literature on the ferries and a model of the City of Flint
from the Pere Marquette Railroad

Above Dan flies a drone while attendees look on. People look amazed.

Below Jerry Pyfer gave a presentation of Rockford’s own KD line. He told
of its history and showed photos through the years.

Randy Garnhart presents a clinic on realistic operation of your model
railroad.
Slide of CN&W business train celebrating the KD line improvement.

Minton Ding’s clinic uses layered scenery technique for general scenery
as well as track ballasting.

He used modules to demonstrate different scenery concepts.

Trevor Jones presents a clinic on basic scenery tools.

Our own Garry Loiselle gave two clinics one on Gondola Cars as the
Railroad’s Carry-alls and the second Extended Service Equipment in
which railroads find all type of ways to use old cars for a useful function.

Garry ponders how to get his clinic up and running on his computer.

The youngest clinician was McKeegan Curran who presented ideas on
how to get youth interested in the hobby.

Members of McKeegan’ s family were present to support him during his
presentation along with a group of seasoned model railroaders.

Dave Roeder hidden back in the corner of the picture talks about
model railroad planning and design.

Dave shows slides of prototype track arrangement which can be used in
planning your model railroad.

Full house attended the clinic.

Mark Cowles gives a presentation of how to prototype your layout & the
idea of static action.

Jim Tatum expounds on using servos to as switch machines.

Jim provides list of tools required to hookup servos to turnouts.

Contest

As the clinics were in session there was also contest judging going on.
The following pictures highlight some of the many contest entries. It is
not possible to show them all. Included along with the contest entries
are photos of the judges hard at work behind the scenes choosing the
winners.

First place model best of show by Jay Kabitzke, one of our own.

Entry by our own Bruce Giersch who took first place in off line
structures.

Entry by young model railroader McKeegan Curran.

McKeegan Curran makes a minor repair of lamppost on his contest
module.

Judges literally pulling their hair trying to decide the best model. Looks
like being a judge is rough on hair retention.

Banquet
Saturday evening, after the clinics and Saturday layout tours wound up for
the day, it was time to hold the banquet and award presentation along with
the drawing for the numerous door prizes donated by various
manufacturers.

The banquet guests were greeted upon arrival by music and railroad songs
provided by “Trinadora” a Northern Illinois group composed of Ron
Holms and Jannie Nelson.

Jay, Ingrid and Paul trying to decide which photo is worthy of an award.

Ingrid with magnifying glasses to make sure she misses nothing.
Dedication!

Groups sat at round tables each decorated with a whimsical model
railroad center piece made by a group headed by Clarence Welte.
Shown below are two examples of the center pieces.

Friends from Madison Wisconsin having a good time.

Old friends reacquaint with each other and their wives.

Guest line up for a delicious buffet meal of fresh sliced beef or turkey
along with all the goodies to go with them.

RRVD Fiftieth Birthday Cake.

Two young model railroaders cut the cake.

Charlie Getz gets the first piece of cake,

Jerry Pyfer put on a excellent slide show with synchronized narration and
music which was heralded with a firm round of applause at its conclusion.

Ron Johnson, convention chairperson, addressed the group before the
awards ceremony began.

Bob McGeever from the Madison group talks about next year’s
convention to be held in Madison.

Bruce Giersch accepts his structure award.
Ray Dyreson and Jay Kabitzke call out numerous door prizes donated by
model train vendors.

Jay Kabitzke with best of show award
Clarence Welte acts as a runner to distribute door prizes. We had so
many to give away we needed runners to help speed up the process.

The following are a bunch of pictures which show general activity at the
convention. Maybe you can find yourself or friend in these photos.

Who knows what is going on here?

Women work on quilts.

Joe Whinnery layout shows Testors’ ad.

Cody checks out Joe Whinnery’s layout.

The party is over time to go home.

