
Jim Studer
Show Chairman

Once again it's time for 
our annual Show & Sale. 
This show is the biggest 
and fi nancially the most 
important event for RRVD 
all year. We rely on the 
success of the show to fund 
our many other activities 
throughout the year. This 
is also our most publicly 
visible activity to allow us 
to introduce ourselves and 
our favorite hobby to those 
new to the hobby. Media 
advertising will begin soon 
and we need YOU to assure 
our success. 
Please volunteer to help in 
any way you can. Sign up 

at the March meet, contact 
me or show up to work. 
It's really not work, but is 
really fun if we have enough 
volunteers. This year we 
again return to Jefferson 
High School. We will have 
the Young Engineers project 
again where up to 100 kids 
can build and take home an 
Athearn box car. We will 
need volunteers to help with 
this on both days. 
Those who can set up Friday 
night should be at Jefferson 
at 4 p.m. 
Saturday morning volunteers 
should gather for breakfast 
at 6:30 a.m. at the school’s 
food stand in the lobby. 

The Booster Club will be 
serving a pancake & sausage, 
or biscuits & gravy breakfast 
at a very reasonable price. 
Then we fi nish getting the 
vendors and displays in and 
set up for the show to open 
at 10 a.m. There are jobs 
for every talent and ability. 
Sunday morning there will 
not be a full breakfast but just 
donuts & coffee. Volunteers 
will again be needed at 4 
p.m. to tear down the show. 
Usually we are done by 8 
p.m. Help in any of these 
activities a great way to meet 
your fellow modelers and 
vendors and also to be able 
to see the show from behind 
the scenes.

MIDWEST REGION

F L I M Z I E

18TH ANNUAL SHOW & SALE
Saturday March 28th 10 am to 5 pm
Sunday March 29th 10 am to 4 pm
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RRVD Offi cers
Superintendent
Don Brindle
3159 Far Hill Road
Rockford , IL 61109
815-874-6095
donbrindle@aol.com

Assistant Super.
Dick Caudle
2655 Larry Street
Rockford, IL 61109
815-874-7695
steamboat43@comcast.net

Chief Clerk
Les Zimmerman
604 Oak Knolls Ave.
Rockford, IL 61107
815-394-1337
zimmfair@aol.com

Paymaster
Rich Woock
2490 Austin Pl.
Beloit, WI 53511-2325
608-362-7875
tokencr@charter.net

Spring: RRVD Activities
Don Brindle

There’s lots of RRVD activity coming 
up this Spring, so please get involved. 
Here’s a quick rundown; look for more 
details on the following pages.

First up is the March Meet on March 
1st. RRVD Clinic & Contest Chair 
Jim McQueeny will discuss Livestock 
operations and MWR President Gary 
Children will discuss early modeling 
and using HO to model in S scale. 

Next is the 2009 Show & Sale on 
March 28-29th. This activity requires 
lots of volunteer support, so please 
sign up on the volunteer sheets that 
Show Chairman Jim Studer will have 
out at the March Meet. Our vendors 
know our group by the strong volunteer 
support we provide to them.

Our April Meet on April 5th is also 
our RRVD Business meeting. We will 
be electing a new slate of offi cers. We 
are looking for people to run for these 
offi ces, particularly for the offi ce of 
Superintendent. If you’re interested in 
the AP program, a 3 year stint as Super 
will get you the “Association Offi cial” 
certifi cate. The other positions will help 
towards your “Volunteer” certifi cate.

The middle of April brings the 
MWR Convention, to be held at the 
Clock Tower Resort on April 17, 18, 
and 19th and hosted by our very own 
RRVD. There’s a full slate of clinics, 
layout tours, photo and model contests, 
banquet and auction. 

In May we’ll have our May Meet on 
May 3rd. We’ll be joined by the folks 
from the South Central Wisconsin 
Division (SCWD) from Madison, WI. 
Jerry Pyfer will be presenting clinics 
on industries you can model and the 
freight cars that go with them.

Finally, we hope to end the year with 
a June Junket. We haven’t decided 
where we’re going yet; if you have 
any suggestions, please talk to Layout 
Tour Chairman Dick Caudle.

As you can see, this Spring will be 
busy. We’ll need lots of help from all 
of you.

MWR
Spring Convention
Don Brindle Coordinator
Please mark your calendars for 

the 2009 MWR Spring Convention, 
hosted by the RRVD. It will be 
held April 17, 18, and 19, 2009 
at the Clock Tower Resort and 
Convention Center. You will fi nd 
the registration materials elsewhere 
in this copy of the Flimzie.

As you review the registration 
materials, you’ll see that we have 
clinics by quite a few model railroad 
notables, including Mike Schaefer 
from White River Productions, 
MMR’s Marion Brasher and Ralph 
Wehlitz, our own Jim Baker, and 
David Popp from Model Railroader 
has just agreed to provide a clinic. 
We also have a clinic on etch brass 
kits by manufacturer Glenn Buerra 
of Mullet River Model Works. Jerry 
Pyfer will offer a clinic “In Dreams.” 
The Drozdaks will provide two 
clinics and prior RRVD clinician 
Rich Mahaney will also present. 
Randy Garnhart will provide the 
Banquet presentation.

I would encourage you to get 
registered as soon as possible, and 
of course, we’ll be looking for 
volunteers to help with some of 
the activities. This is our chance 
to support the Midwest Region, 
show off our RRVD clinicians and 
layouts, and meet modelers from 
other parts of Region. You won’t 
regret it

FLIMZIE Staff
Editor / Mail Roster
Ron Anderson
2720 Sandhutton Ave. #11
Rockford, IL 61109-7544
815-986-8854
crabbo@comcast.net

Letter to the Editor
Dear Mr. Anderson,

Emil passed away on July 
13,2008 of a massive heart attack. 
Emil dearly loved trains and 
really enjoyed coming to the train 
meetings, he also loved bringing 
our granddaughter with him, I 
know she has talked so much about 
it and the things she learned there. 
Not too, many of our children today 
discuss trains, my granddaughter 
will forever remember grandpa 
and attending your train meetings. 
Thanks to all who made him feel so 
welcomed.

Sincerely, Patty Hagberg and 
granddaughter Brittany Hagberg.
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Model Contest Report

January
Jim McQueeny 

The model contest for our 
January, 9th division meet was 
“Rescue the rolling stock”.

There were four entries that 
ranged in design from a fl at car 
used a loading platform to a box 
car mounted on a platform. 

The model that received the 
most votes at the contest was the 
box car mounted on the platform 
built by Gary Looiselle. Gary 
received a gift certifi cate from 
a hobby shop for his work. 
Congratulations Gary.

The model that received the 
second highest number of 
votes was the fl at car used as a 
loading platform built by John 
Swanson.

The next contest is “Building a 
structure”. The structure can be 
one that is served by a railroad 
siding or one that is not. 

Model Contest Report
February

Jim McQueeny 
The model contest for our February, 
1st. division meet was “Model Railroad 
Structures, on line or off line”.
There were eleven entries that 
ranged in design from a huge 
bridge, boat and boiler warehouse 
to a small trackside structure. 
The model that received the most 
votes at the contest was the depot 
with operating exterior lights built 
by Don Lewis. Don received a 
gift certifi cate from the Valley 
Roundhouse hobby shop for his 
work, congratulations Don.      
The model that received the second 
highest number of votes was a 
lumber business built by Scott 
Larson.
The model contest for March is 
“Flat Car Loads”. 
Flat cars were used to transport 
pipe, lumber, machinery and even 
granular materials like ballast. 
Lets see what you can do, lets 
have more entries than we had in 
February

THIS MAY BE YOUR LAST.

When we say that this could be 
your last edition of the FLIMZIE, we 
really mean it.

We are once more advising all the 
present recipients of this publication, 
that there are certain requirements 
that need to be met in order for this 
organization to continue mailing, to 
you, our quarterly news letter.

There are actually four ways for 
which you are eligible to receive 
these issues, they are:

1.  If you are a registered active 
member of the NMRA

2.  If you attend one or more monthly 
meets and sign in.

3.  If you submit the sum of $5.00 
for a one year subscription.

4.  If you are listed on RRVDs 
Special Interest Persons (SIP).

You can not apply to be added to 
the SIP list. Additions to this list can 
only be accomplished via the BOD  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
National Model Railroad Association, Inc.

4121 Cromwell Road
Chattanooga, TN 37421

 Enclosed Amount
  of Annual Dues

 Regular Membership $58.00
 Family Member (Spouse or Minor Child of Member) $8.00
 Students under 25 or any person 18 yrs or under  $32.00
 Membership without Scale Rails & NMRA Bulletin $39.00
 Sustaining Member (Club/Business) $116.00
 Midwest Region Waybill Subscription $6.00

 (NOTE: Life Membership No Longer Available)

 Name: ______________________________________________

 Street Address: _______________________________________
 City: ______________________ State: ___ZIP: _____________

SUPPORT
OUR

SPRING
SHOW

& 
SALE
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2009 Regional Convention
Clinic Status Report

Jim McQueeny

As most of us know, our Rock River 
Valley Division of the National Model 
Railroad Association will be the host 
of the 2009 Regional Convention in 
Rockford this year. The convention is 
being held at the Clock Tower Resort, 
Convention Center and Indoor Water 
Park on April17, 18 and 19 of 2009. 

I have had an opportunity to plan 
the clinics that will be available to 
those that attend the convention in 
Rockford.

I hope that the prototype and modeling 
subjects available will be of interest to 
everyone that attends.

The clinics that I have planned are:

Friday evening 
April 17, 2009

Etched Brass Kits
Clinician Glenn Guerra, owner 
Mullet River Model Works. 
Glenn will discuss the manufacturing, 
and construction of his etched brass 
kits including the tools and supplies 
that are needed for assembly.
Glenn will be presenting his clinic 
twice on Friday evening.

Modeling B Units in the Long Hood 
(GP7, GP9, GP30, GP35,  GP38-2, 
SD40, SD45)
Presented by John Drozdak 
John is a member of the Rock Island 
Historical Society and is a scratch 
building prototype modeler. 

The Spell of the Freight Train
Presented by Jerry Pyfer

Trees for Every Scale
Presented by Ingdid Drozdak 
(The Tree Lady)

What are the latest projects at 
Model Railroader Magazine 
Presented by David Popp, Managing 
Editor at Model Railroader Magazine 
David will be doing an updated 
version of a previous clinic and would 
be glad to answer questions about 
what it takes to get articles published 
in the magazine. 

There will also be a “Non Rail” 
clinic. 

Decorated Candle holders
presented by Patricia Howat 
(the daughter of Life Member 
Bob Guinter).
This clinic will be limited to 24 
participants and all supplies will be 
provided. 

Saturday Morning 
April 18, 2009

Painted Backdrops 2.0
Presented by Jim Baker
Jim will demonstrate his method for 
painting the backdrop for your model 
railroad 

Modeling B Units in the Long Hood 
(GP7, GP9, GP30, GP35,  GP38-2, 
SD40, SD45) 
Presented by John Drozdak. 
John is a member of the Rock 
Island Historical Society and is a 
scratch building prototype modeler. 
John will repeat his Friday evening 
presentation.

Caboose Industries
Presented by Aubrey Olson 
Aubrey will discuss the 
manufacturing process for his model 
railroad. Aubrey will present his 
clinic twice on Saturday morning.

The Spell of the Freight Train
Presented by Jerry Pyfer
Jerry will repeat his Friday evening 
presentation.

Designing a Freelanced Model 
Railroad
Presented by Marion Brasher, Master 
Model Railroader # 370. 
Marion will present how to design a 
freelanced model railroad.

Wisconsin Valley Line of the 
Milwaukee Road
Presented by Ralph Wehlitz, Master 
Model Railroader # 191. 
The presentation will be based on 
historic photographs of locations 
along the line from Tomah and 
New Lisbon to Salt Lake. The line 
was built by the Wisconsin Valley 
Railroad as far as Merrill, and then 
sold to the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
Stipule, who completed the line to 
Salt Lake. Ralph will be presenting 
his clinic twice on Saturday morning.

Passenger Train Primer
Presented by Mike Shafer, editor of 
Passenger Train Journal Magazine 
Mike will discuss adapting passenger 
train operations to your model 
railroad.

Interesting Flat Car Loads
Presented by Rich Mahaney 
Rich will present a look at the variety 
of “stuff” that is transported on fl at 
cars by railroads.

Getting Started in Model 
Railroading

The NMRA has developed the 
“Introduction To Model Railroading” 
to introduce people to model 
railroading. Our goal is to help those 
who are interested in building a model 
railroad but who have never done it 
before or to assist those who may have 
a simple track plan and now want to 
learn more.

(See “Sign me up” on next page)
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Midwest Rail Junction

      (815) 963-0200
Fax (815) 963 0285

Your Source for HO & N Model Railroad Products
www.midwestrailjunction.com

1907 Cumberland St.
Rockford, IL 61103-4763

Scott Matejka
Owner

Midwest Rail Junction

      (815) 963-0200
Fax (815) 963 0285

Your Source for HO & N Model Railroad Products
www.midwestrailjunction.com

1907 Cumberland St.
Rockford, IL 61103-4763

Scott Matejka
Owner

10%

10%

Additional 10% discount with this coupon.

Additional 10% discount with this coupon.

In
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In Store O
nly.

PHONE 815/663-3411
MARION G. BRASHER

122 W. ST. PAUL
SPRING VALLEY, IL 61362

The Valley’s only Train Shop
Check our selections - You’ll like our prices!

A model railroad shop run by a model railroader

Mon-Fri  3-8 PM
Sat  9-4 PM

“HO” TRAINS “N”

Home of the ROCKSHOP
Roundhouse
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In January 1991, the Division set up the Company Store to assist members who wished 
to purchase items offered by the National Headquarters. Since its inception, it has been 
managed by Clarence Welte who is also the Chairman of the Membership Committee.

Clarence has decided to seek another person to handle this important function. A 
“HELP WANTED” poster has been displayed at recent Division MEETS to search for a 
member or members who would be interested in helping with the duties of operating the 
Company Store during our forthcoming spring convention at the Clock Tower Resort & 
Conference Center. This presents a great opportunity to gain experience and learn the skills 
needed to perform a service to the members of the Rock River Valley Division.

If you would like more information, please contact Clarence at 815-398-4733, or 
stop by the Company Store table at the March 1 MEET at Midway Village or the SHOW 
& SALE at Jefferson High School on March 28 & 29.

sion set up the Company Store to assist members who wished 

Position Open

PASSING OF A DEDICATED 
MODELER

As editor of the FLIMZIE, I 
fi nd myself in the precarious 
position to pass on the unpleasant 
information in regards to the 
passing of Richard (Dick) 
Lewis.

Dicks passing was after the 
Winter edition of the FLIMZIE.

Dick was the webmaster for 
both RRVD and NIHRA and 
he was a very active modeler 
in Argyle on the construction/
resurrection of the Chicago 
NorthWesterns KD Lines. Dicks 
construction skills on both the 
web site and the Argyle display 
will be greatly missed. Our 
condolences are with his family 
and friends. 

Here Dick Lewis (dark shirt) and Terry Pitkus are 
manning the NIHRA display S & S 2007

See sign up form on page 7
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YOUNG ENGINEERS
Ron Johnson Chairman

Over 400 box cars were put together 
by enthusiastic kids (sometimes 
with help from a parent or sibling) 
at Train Show 2008. This means 
there are 400 kids who now possess 
an HO model of a freight car sitting 
in their bedroom or other favorite 
location in their home. Sure, they 
may not have a layout/track to pull 
it on, or even an engine to do it, 
but many may keep it as a prized 
possession of childhood. They 
“built it themselves!” Perhaps one 
day they will take it off the shelf 
and put it on to their fi rst model 
railroad layout.

Several children are beginning their 
own layout right now - with the 
help of a parent or other relative.

But, it matters not whether kids 

actually start building a layout 
after building an Athearn model 
freight kit at Train Show 2008. It 
does matter that the Rock River 
Valley Division of the National 
Model Railroad Association is 
making model railroading friends. 
Four hundred plus kids most likely 
have a mother and father and 
perhaps an average of two siblings 
plus friends and other relatives. I 
count perhaps over 1000 people 
positively infl uenced by the Young 
Engineer program at Train Show 
2008.

And now, Train Show 2009 is upon 
us. The Young Engineer program 
needs your help! We need one 
person for signing up and directing 
kids to an unoccupied work 
space, three people to supervise 
construction and one person to 
monitor the pulling of their model 
on the Rockford Route.

The Rockford Route has been 
renovated this past year, it looks 
and runs even better. 

A parent or sibling will actually 
help the child build the model. The 
models this year are snap together 
models requiring no special tools.

The program hours will run from 
11 AM to 2 PM on Saturday and 
from 12 AM to 3 PM on Sunday. 
Children from about 5 or 6 to about 
14 years of age will put together 
the model. We are projecting eight 
spaces available.

Please sign up to help a youngster 
build his or her fi rst model railroad 
freight car. Signup sheets will 
be available at meets or call Ron 
Johnson at (815)633-3945.

RRVD Company Store
Sign - Up

I would like to apply to assist with the Rock River Valley Division Company Store

 NAME:

 PHONE:

 NMRA #:

 Fill out this form and hand it to Clarence Welte at the Company Store during our 
 next  MEET at Midway Village on March 1.
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How to get to other end of the 
railroad without being killed by 
another train!!!
#1.  Railroad only owns one 

locomotive, not too many 
problems if you stay on the 
track and the tin lizzies stay off 
the crossing.

#2.  Business picks up, owners buy 
the second locomotive and hire 
a 2nd crew; you’re in DEEP, 
DO, DO!

Only after the owners are informed 
that their train crews were found 
along the right of way, under a 
smoking pile of scrap iron, were 
they forced to use one of many types 
of “SAFE TRAIN OPERATION” 
to reduce their insurance premiums, 
and number of irate widows, and 
orphans enter 
TIMETABLE – TRAIN ORDER
(Dark Territory) (NO 
SIGNALS!!!!), only train order 
boards, and hoops to hand up 
the orders, if a signature is not 
required. An employee’s timetable 
is not what the riding public fi nds 
posted in the depot. All employees 
“must have in their possession” the 
current Employees timetable for 
the division they are assigned to 
while on the job. The employee’s 
timetable shows the time each 
scheduled train (passenger or 
freight) arrives at each manned 
station, interlocking tower, etc. on 
each line covered by that division. 
Train superiority 1st by class, then 

each class by direction over a train 
of equal class.
1st   class - Passenger, & high 

priority freight
2nd  class - general freight
3rd   class - extra trains not 

scheduled
A-H railroad, EAST is superior
An eastbound 1st class train “10” is 
on time scheduled to arrive at town 
“C” at 3:05 Am.
Westbound 1st class train “11” is 
on time at town “E” the time table 
has them both arriving at town “D” 
2 minutes apart.
Being inferior by direction train 
#11 will take the siding & #10 will 
hold the main until the arrival of 
#11 at “D” At the same time, second 
class train #131, (odd number 
westbound), is departing “H” on 
time, 10 & 11 both leave on time.
Trains 10 & 11 arrive at “D” on 
time. Train #131 was at tonnage 
and was late arriving at “F” (wet 
rails on a grade).
Trains #10 & #131 will meet at 
“E”, by time table but #131 arrives 
at “F” to late to reach “E” by the 
scheduled time of #10’s departure. 
#131’s crew knowing they will be 
on #10’s time, if they leave, will 
have to wait at “F” until #10 arrives 
at “F”.
During all the above #XTRA 
205east (205 is the engine #), (3rd 
class) working from “A to D” 
by working when the time table 

permits, has been working the 
industries at “D”, and has had to 
keep the main & pass clear at “D” 
for, #10 & #11.. Now with #10 & 
#11 gone from “D” they still can’t 
leave for “E” because they would 
be on #131’s time.
The dispatcher who has been 
marking his dispatcher’s sheet as 
the operations at “A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G & H” have reported the passing 
of each train at their respective 
stations to the dispatcher. Knowing 
that #XTRA 205east is done with 
their work at “D”. he issues TRAIN 
ORDER #1 setting up a meet with 
#131 & #XTRA205east at “E” 
with #131 holding the main & 
#XTRA205east, taking the siding. 
This order is sent (by telegraph)(it’s 
1914 and Samuel Morse is a distant 
ancestor) to the operator at “F” for 
#131 & “D” to #XTRA205east.
The dispatcher and train crews by 
following the employee’s timetable 
have SAFELY run four trains over 
a single track railroad at different 
speeds, different directions at 
the same time. “MUCH MORE 
INTERESTING THAN DOUBLE 
TRACK!!!”
Each railroad has its own set of 
rules to suit the amount of traffi c, 
the terrain it covers, etc. Class 
assignments differ some depending 
on the railroad but this is a rough 
example. 
This is the basic idea of “Timetable-
Train” order operation

OPERATING YOUR RAILROAD MODEL
Dick Caudle

Waukon Mineral & Addison Railroad
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RRVD Show and Sales 2008
Jefferson High School

Saturday March 28
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Sunday March 29
10:00 am to 4:00 pm

From Alpine Road: Go South on Alpine Road to Samuelson Road and turn right. Just before Jefferson 
High School (on the left), turn left on 35th Street. Then Turn right onto Bonanza way. Follow Bonanza 

way to the parking area shown on Map.
More detailed instructions can be found online through http://maps.google.com

4145 Samuelson Rd
Rockford, IL 61109

(815) 874-9536



Deadlines
Fall issue ····················· Aug 10th
Winter issue ·················Nov 10th
Spring issue ················· Feb 10th
Summer issue ·············May 10th

RRVD Meets - Location & Time
Unless otherwise stated. RRVD Meets are held 
in the Lakeview Room at the Midway Village 
Museum Center. Midway Village is located at 
6799 Guilford Road in Rockford, just west of 

Perryville Road. The doors open about 12:30 pm 
and the Meet gets started about 1:00pm

Midway Village &
Museum Center

Guilford Road
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State Street / Business US 20

F L I M Z I E
Ron Anderson
2720 Sandhutton Ave. #11
Rockford, IL 61109-7544
POSTMASTER: Forwarding Address Requested

18th

ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE
MARCH 28th& 29th

JEFFERSON 
HIGH SCHOOL
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